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Viewpoint Magazine  

Highlights of the Summer 2017 issue 

HWNP Summer Fair; Why not join in w ith the Springbank 
community in celebrating summer in style (p3). 

YOU AND YOUR MP; Find out what your MP does and what he can 

do for you (p4). 

LIBRARY ACTIVITIES;  Lots of activities for the coming months 
including the Summer Reading Challenge (p6/7). 

LOCAL YOUNG MUSICIANS; The Wilson Art Collective are looking 
for young musicians to volunteer during the summer.  See (p9). 

ST THOMAS MORE SCHOOL; School welcomes new head teacher 
Nicola Tippen (p12/13). 

SPRINGBANK DEVELOPMENT; Details and the vision plans for the 
JCS development west of Springbank and Fiddlers Green (p14/15). 

KGV PUBLIC ART; See Artist unveils latest plans for the  art work 
destined for KGV (p16/17). 

WARMER CHELTENHAM; Environmental charity Vision 21 seek 
volunteers for their new energy saving project (p20). 

We at Hesters Way Partnership 
(HWP)  are keeping the West 
Cheltenham residents up to 
date with all that’s best in the 
area. We will happily visit your 
event, promote your new 
project or give you a little extra 
publicity if you are 
strengthening our community. 

The Viewpoint magazine is 
distributed in the local area via 
schools, shops, community 
centres and other outlets happy 
to stock them. We also have a door to door service provided by volunteers. 
We offer as broad a coverage of the local area as our resources allow. If 
you would like to help us with distribution, even if its only to your street, 
please let us know and we will supply copies. Thanks! 

Visit http://hwpartnership.org.uk/viewpoint to see the magazine online.  

Free copies of our Local Directory can be picked up at Hesters Way and 
Springbank Community Centres and an online version of the magazine and 
the new map can be downloaded at; 

www.hwpartnership.org.uk/ or contact the Hesters Way 
Partnership office: 01242 575638 / 228262 

After objections from the West 
Cheltenham Forum Councillor for 
Hesters Way Wendy Flynn called in the 
Borough Council Cabinet’s decision to 
designate Springbank Forum as a 
potential neighbourhood planning area.  

Look out for further information 
regarding the progress of this case and 
see if the Council make a U-Turn at the 
website below; 

www.westcheltenhamforum.org.uk 
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Saturday 22nd July 11-2pm 

Springbank Community Centre 

featuring 

fun activities and entertainment 

Charity stalls 

 

Bouncy castle  

 

Face painting  

 

Dog show 

 

Fire engine 

 

Tombola and much more!! 

 

Free entry  

and raffle 

Summer Fair ‘17 
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What do MPs Do? 
We recently re-elected a Member 
of Parliament (MP) to represent 
our interests and concerns in the 
House of Commons. MPs consider 
and can propose new laws as well 
as raising issues that matter to 
you in the House. This includes 
asking government ministers questions about current issues including those 
which affect Cheltenham constituents. 

Most MPs split their time between working in Parliament itself, working in the 
constituency that elected them and working for their political party. 

Some MPs from the governing party become government ministers with specific 
responsibilities in certain areas, such as Health or Defence. These MPs do not 
stop working for their constituency and, whatever their role in Government or 
Parliament, will still hold regular surgeries to help their constituents. 

Working in Parliament 

When Parliament is sitting (meeting), MPs generally spend their time working in 
the House of Commons. This can include raising issues affecting their 
constituents, attending debates and voting on new laws. This can either be by 
asking; 

 a question of a government minister on your behalf or  

 highlighting particular campaigns which local people feel strongly 
about. 

Most MPs are also members of committees, which look at issues in detail, from 
government policy and new laws, to wider topics like human rights. 

Working in their constituency 

In their constituency, MPs often hold a 'surgery' in their office, where local people 
can come along to discuss any matters that concern them. 

MPs also attend 
functions, visit schools 
and businesses and 
generally try to meet as 
many people as 
possible. This gives MPs 
further insight and 
context into issues they 
may discuss when they 
return to Westminster. 

To find out more see;  

 

www.parliament.uk/

about/how/

publications1/you-and-

your-mp/ 
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      Opening Times;                Contact 01242 514969                                                                                       

      Monday    1 - 5       Tuesday      10 – 6  Wednesday   10 – 1         

 Thursday Closed    Friday           2 – 5   Saturday     10 – 1       
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Summer Reading Challenge 2017 
Animal Agents, illustrated by Tony Ross, w ill be the theme for the 
2017 Summer Reading Challenge. 
 
His illustrations for the Summer Reading Challenge will feature a variety of 
clever creatures, specially trained to use their skills and natural instincts to 

unravel mysteries. 

To take part all children have to 
do is read SIX books and visit the 
library regularly over the 
summer, collecting special 
stickers and incentives along the 
way. The library will be 
celebrating and rewarding 
children who took part at the 
beginning of the new school year.  

The Hesters Way library will be 
running some special events on 
Tuesdays to coincide with the 
Summer Reading Challenge 
including; 

1st Aug—Great Eggcase Hunt. 

22nd Aug—Animal Agents  

29th Aug—Invisible Spies.  

All from 11am until 11.45am 

On Tuesday 1st 
August  from 11am 
come along to the 
library to take part in 
the first ever Great 
Eggcase Hunt!  

For full details of this 
unusual look at the 
world of sharks, skates 
and rays se;  

www.eggcase.org  
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The Library  

Regular Activities: 
Baby Bounce & Rhyme takes place every Saturday 10.30 
till 11 (babies, feel free to bring your siblings too!) 

Knit & Natter happens every Tuesday 2.30 till 4 p.m. 

Library Club meets the first Wednesday of the month 
10.15 till 12 

Toddler Time Wed 12th July 11-11.30am “Do the Bunny 
Dance” stories, rhymes and  arts and craft for pre schoolers. 

Hesters Way Library Club 
The club meets on the first Wednesday of each month 
10.15 – 12.00 It’s great for people who like to choose their 
own books but would appreciate some help in doing so.  

Join us for a cuppa and a chat! 
If you have problems getting there, free 

community transport to and from the library can be arranged 
for reasonable distances, including those with wheelchairs. 

Library Information  
Check out your local library - you’ll be surprised at the range of 
activities on offer.  It could be the first step to the new you! For 
further information www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/libraries  

FREE Community Workshops   
Join Explore Learning at the Hesters Way Library with two workshops 

on Tuesday 15th August  

A Day at the Zoo a literacy workshop from 3.15—4.15 pm. Learn about 
descriptive words, rhyme and number facts from zoo animals. 

A Space Mission a creative writing workshop from 4.30  -5.30pm Learn 
about the universe; stretch your skills to infinity and beyond! 

Workshops are FREE but spaces limited.  To book your space call 01242 
514969 or pop into the library to book in with a member of staff. 

http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/libraries
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 RENEWAL ON THE SQUARE 
Another new shop opened on the Square last 
month; Turtle Vapes, selling e-liquids and 
vaping devices www.turtlevapes.co.uk. The 
company also has branches in Gloucester. 

The rumour mill is working well and we’re led to 
believe that the British Heart Foundation are 
due to move to the corner location on the 
Square in the coming months. The newly 
refurbished shop adjacent to Age UK will 
become a new Pizza Hut just before this 
magazine is published!  Look out for pop-up 
crafts on the new Create on the Square stall at 
the Saturday Market too! 

Turtle Vapes on the Square 

Pizza Hut on the Square...soon? British Heart Foundation … …………..……..coming soon…?  
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Family Space:       

‘A helping hand 

with the ups and 

downs of family 

life’  

Family Space has been working in the local 

community for nearly 22 years. From family support to practical help we are in 

touch with around 100 different families a month. 

2017 so far has been an exciting year for us as an organisation with new projects 

developing and growing. Our new Tuesday morning drop-in group is a place 

where people can come along and engage in a wide variety of activities from 

jewellery making to cooking and other craft projects. We also have opportunity 

for support with job hunting, interview techniques or CV writing.  

The group is also a place where people can meet a friend for a coffee and a chat 

with a chance to meet new people and make new friends. With funding in place, 

we are looking for people to come along to bring their ideas of what they would 

like to do on a Tuesday morning and we can help you see them be put into 

action. Please bring a friend.  For more details please see below.  
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Workshops at the Forum 

Telecare and Integrated Community Equipment 

Services provide assistive technology, equipment 

and aids/adaptions for people free of charge, to 

keep them safe and living independently in their 

own homes.  

This service is for adults with physical/learning/

mental health disabilities, memory difficulties or 

those considered to be vulnerable in the 

community. Support medication reminders, specialist fall detectors and GPS 

devices linked to a call centre. Also provided are practical devices such as 

walking aid’s, grab rails, hoists, specialist beds and mattresses.  

Telecare run workshops/information stands at community events to raise 

awareness of what they provide and how people can access the service. 

Examples of all the equipment and practical demonstrations can be seen at 

events.   

The aim is to keep people safe and independent in their own home for as long 

as possible. To reduce the need for them to move into a care home or having 

lengthy hospital stays post admission for a fall or accident at home.  

Twitter: @glostelecare  Facebook Page: gloucestershire telecare 

Websites: www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/ telecare & www.glosequip.co.uk  

http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/telecare
http://www.glosequip.co.uk
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NEW HEAD HAS AMBITIOUS PLANS  
Pupils, staff, governors and parents 

recently welcomed new Head Teacher Mrs 

Nicola Tippen, who joined St Thomas More 

Catholic Primary School following the 

Easter holidays.  After six years as Head of 

the Junior School at St Augustine's Priory 

in Ealing, Mrs Tippen felt she needed to 

take on a new academic challenge. 

Having first visited St Thomas More in 

September 2016, Mrs Tippen was so taken with 

the atmosphere and ethos of the school that she knew she had to apply for the 

position of Head Teacher. "The pastoral side of my work is really important to 

me," says Mrs Tippen. "Whilst I loved working at St Augustine's, I felt as though 

my faith has drawn me to St Thomas More where I can inspire both the children 

and teachers to have a love of learning 

and help them take on new challenges, 

stretching themselves to greater 

achievements. I am gradually getting 

to know the pupils and their parents 

and welcome the opportunity of 

understanding what is important to the 

people involved with the school. I want 

to take St Thomas More from being 

rated 'Good' by Ofsted to being 

'Outstanding' " 

Mrs Tippen brings with her a wealth of 

experience gained from working in both the state and independent sector. She 

feels that her strong leadership skills, together with her ability to listen will help 

develop new strategies for the school. She is also looking at how she can make 

the current curriculum more stimulating and challenging for the pupils. Above all, 

Mrs Tippen wants to ensure that all the children, from age 2 to 11, have the best 

possible learning experience whilst in her care. 

She and her husband have now settled into 

their new home in Gloucestershire bringing 

with them her collection of rubber ducks 

which currently stands at 72 different 

varieties from all over the world!! This 

started in the early years of her teaching 

career and many of her former pupils 

brought ducks back when they had been on 

holiday. Now a small part of the collection 

sits happily on her new desk at St Thomas 

More with rest to migrate soon! 
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The West Cheltenham Consortium which comprises; Northern Trust 
Company Limited, Barberry Cheltenham Limited and Midlands Land 
Portfolio Limited has started preparing development proposals for the 
Joint Core Strategy (JCS) site to the west of Springbank and Fiddlers 
Green. The background to the development, technical issues, potential 
solutions and initial ideas were presented at the first public consultation 
meeting at Springbank Community Resource Centre on Friday 16th and 
Saturday 17th June. 

The site comprises 132.4 Ha (327 acres) of land adjoining the western urban 
edge of Springbank and Fiddlers Green. The site consists a series of medium 
scale arable and pastoral fields set in a gently undulating landscape.  
 
The site has been identified in the Main Modifications to the JCS as an 
employment-led, mixed use allocation incorporating a cyber business park, 
employment and housing. This equates to circa 45 Ha of employment and 1,100 
new homes. The allocation will remove the site from the Green Belt and 
safeguard the adjacent land, occupied by the Sewage Treatment Works, for the 
long-term development needs.  
 
Shown opposite is the developer’s vision for the West Cheltenham 
development.  
 
The designs presented by the consortium for the site attempt from their 
perspective to create a development which is responsive to its surrounding 
context and delivers a place to live, work and play which is unique to 
Cheltenham. 
 
If you didn’t attend the consultation you can see the initial proposal presentation 
online at www.westcheltenham.com from where you can make your comments.  
These will assist the West Cheltenham consortium team to fully understand what 
the key issues are for people locally and how these can be accommodated within 
the masterplan. The developers will also be speaking with local groups and 
organisations; such as schools, sports clubs, health care providers and both 
Cheltenham and Tewkesbury Borough Council as well as the County Council 
A further public consultation will be held in the Autumn so people can see how 
the masterplan is evolving and how issues raised as part of this initial 
consultation have influenced the development proposed. 
 

If you would like to discuss the development please feel 
free to attend the West Cheltenham Forum meeting from 
5.30 till 7pm on 12th July at Hesters Way Community 
Resource Centre  
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The Vision 



KGV PUBLIC ART UPDATE 
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As you will have read in the last issue of Viewpoint consultation has taken 
place with community groups in the area regarding the design of the Public 
Art to be located in KGV playing fields.   
 
After discussions with pupils at Rowanfield the Hesters Way library and 
attendees at the Easter Eggstravaganza (pictured here), the artist Rob Olins 
has been busily producing a draft design which reflects these ideas as you 
can see in the photos of the model he has just produced. There may even 
be a hidden creature featuring in the work!! The name George may give 
you a clue! 
 
Once agreed by the panel the models will go out to the public for review. An  
event will be planned at the Hesters Way library in the autumn so that local 
residents can take a look at the plans. It is hoped that the art work will be 
enhanced by tree and wild flower planting. The addition of a new path will 
allow everyone the opportunity to get  up close and really enjoy the 

installation and experiment 
with the sound mirrors which 
are an interesting feature of 
the design. 
 
It is anticipated that work will 
commence in spring 2018 
when the ground is suitably 
wet and once all the planning 
arrangements have been met.  
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KGV PUBLIC ART PLAN 
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WARMER CHELTENHAM: 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

W 
armer Cheltenham is the 
name given to a new 
volunteer led energy saving 
project supported through a 
grant from the Heritage 

Lottery Fund and organised by Vision 
21, a Cheltenham based sustainability 
charity. 

We have developed a free to use 
website (www.warmer.org.uk) that is 
focused on Cheltenham, containing 
information for house owners and 

landlords, as well as building trade professionals and designers. The 
website is now up and running and we want to recruit volunteers to act as 
our Messengers and tell people all about it. No previous experience is 
necessary and there is no selling involved.  
 
All we are asking for volunteers to do is to become part of our team and 
spread the word to their friends, work colleagues and possibly at 
community events.  Messengers will be part of a team making a positive 
contribution to Cheltenham and making it a more sustainable place to live 
by helping people to both reduce their fuel bills and their energy 
consumption. 

All Messengers will receive a free half day training session covering the 
basics of home energy saving in older properties, how to use and navigate 
the website, what types of information the Warmer site contains and also 
include an introduction to energy efficiency in older properties.  

The web site has been specifically designed for easy of use, ease of finding 
the right information and the creation of a personalised report. Messengers 
will also benefit from knowing that they are helping a charity and their 
community, plus for those wanting to develop a voluntary sector career, 
when it comes to job hunting this type of involvement and activity will 
always look good on a CV. 

For further information about Warmer Cheltenham or to join our team 
please contact;  

Alison (alisoncrane57@gmail.com) 01242 577671 or                          
Peter (peterclegg@vision21.org.uk ) 07973 509452. 

 

http://www.warmer.org.uk
mailto:alisoncrane57@gmail.com
mailto:peterclegg@vision21.org.uk
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Bromford Neighbourhood Coach 
My name is Cathy Dean and 

I’m a new Neighbourhood 

Coach for Bromford. If you live 

on the Elm Farm Estate in 

Fiddlers Green or on Wilson 

Drive/Court in Hesters Way I’ll 

be taking over responsibility 

for working with you sometime 

around the end of July, so I 

thought I’d let you know a bit 

about myself and my role. 

I joined Bromford at the end 

of April, having spent some 

years self-employed as a 

coach and trainer following a 

25 year career at GCHQ. I’ve 

spent most of my career in 

people-focused roles as a 

trainer, facilitator and 

professional coach, but I’ve 

also worked in a supermarket, 

run a Tea Room and even 

been a Postman for three weeks! 

My personal passion is enabling people to realise that they have potential to do and 

be more than they currently are, and then helping them to achieve their goals, so 

when I saw what Bromford were offering I leapt at the chance to become a 

Neighbourhood Coach. 

My role is to enable my customers to live happy, productive lives in homes that they 

can afford and that are right for them.  Your Bromford home gives you a 

springboard to achieve more in life and as your Neighbourhood Coach I will be there 

to guide and help you work through the steps to achieving your goals and 

aspirations. My aim is to get to know every household on my patch and build strong, 

lasting, healthy relationships with everyone, whether renting, owning or in shared 

ownership.  I want to help you build and maintain a strong community that takes 

pride in itself and recognises the individual skills and talents of every member of 

that community, so I’ll also be finding out how you feel about the area you live in 

and how you’d like things to improve. 

Unlike the previous Housing Manager role, I won’t be turning up only if you miss a 

rental payment or if there’s been some sort of trouble so please don’t worry if I 

appear on your doorstep one day. Once I’m trained my aim is to be out and about 

on my patch at some point 

every day, so if you see 

me please do stop and say 

hello.   

Cathy, 

Neighbourhood 

Coach for 

Bromford 
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THE NEW G CAFÉ in SPRINGBANK 

The GCAFE is a social enterprise community café based in the Ron Smith Pavilion, 

Springbank Way—opposite the Resource Centre. It opened earlier this year and has 

been building up a clientele from the local community including park user groups and 

staff from the Springbank Community Centre. The cafe is open from 8am—2pm 

Monday to Friday and any profits will support youth services in the local community. In 

fact a new service has already started on Wednesday evenings; The Youth Café is open 

from 6.30—7.30pm and is open to all young people.   

Formed in 2013 Gloucestershire Mentoring 
and Support CiC (GMAS)  provides 
mentoring, support services and youth work 
to young people throughout 
Gloucestershire. 
 
The social enterprise aims to address unmet 
needs for young people, their families and 
the professionals who work with 
them.  GMAS fulfils its aims through three 
main streams of work: 

Providing commissioned youth clubs and 
youth projects, quality professional mentoring for young people who have additional 
needs and alternative vocational education for young people who are not accessing 
schooling.  

So if you want to support this excellent venture drop in for lunch! 
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What people say about the book 

'If you know someone who finds reading 

difficult and learning to read didn't quite 

work the first time, for whatever rea-

son, then this is the scheme for them: 

Yes we can read is just the magic you  

need to succeed!' 

What people say about Read Easy 

Vicky, a new reader: ‘It’s taken me 

thirty years to face up to this, and I’m 

absolutely loving it!’ 

Mark, a new reader: 'Once you start 

reading, you just want to go on and on!’ 

Clive, a volunteer reading coach: 

‘Teaching an adult to read is very re-

warding. It not only enables people to 

take part in normal life at last, it also 

opens up whole new worlds to them.’ 

It's easy with Read Easy! 

About one adult in six in the UK today 

struggles with reading. There are many 

reasons why some people find it difficult 

to learn to read when they are children, 

but the really good news is that it's 

never too late to learn! 

It's one-to-one! 

Given the right support, anybody can 

learn to read quite quickly and easily if 

they want to—and it doesn't mean go-

ing back to class. Read Easy will provide 

all those who want to learn to read with 

a volunteer to help them, a special book 

to teach them and a comfortable place 

to meet at a time to suit them both. It's 

easy! 

How long will it take? 

Reading sessions last half an hour and 

take place twice a week. Some people 

complete the course in as little as six 

months, while others take more than a 

year. The important thing is that every-

one can work at their own pace without 

feeling rushed. 

Where do we meet? 

Readers and their coaches will be given 

a choice of places to meet, so that they 

can choose somewhere that suits them 

both. All our reading sessions take 

place in quiet, discreet venues, so that 

people can work without being over-

looked, but where there will always be 

other people around. 

Who can learn? 

Read Easy is suitable for any adult who 

either can't read or who lacks confi-

dence with reading. It's a flexible, con-

fidential, one-to-one scheme, so that 

you can learn quietly and comfortably 

at your own pace. 

Who can volunteer to help? 

Anyone who can read fluently them-

selves can apply to become a volunteer 

reading coach on the scheme. After an 

initial selection procedure, volunteers 

will be given training and then matched 

up with those who want to learn. 

What book will we use? 

Read Easy coaches and their readers 

use the Yes we can read manual, which 

is designed to enable anyone who can 

read to teach someone else. It's clearly 

laid out, fun to use and designed to 

help anyone aged from 8 to 80, but 

especially those with dyslexia. 



26 

Cycling Project 

for the Visually 

Impaired  

Cycling Project for the Visually 

Impaired is Seeking Volunteers 

Tandemonium is a Cheltenham-based 

group for visually impaired people to 

get out on bikes, even if they don't 

have enough sight to ride. Using 

tandems, the visually impaired person rides behind a sighted pilot to explore 

new places, keep fit, make friends and, most importantly, to have fun! People 

with vision problems often have difficulties accessing sport and leisure 

activities which can leave them feeling isolated. We hope that Tandemonium 

will become their freedom on wheels!  

However, the group can't exist without the help of volunteers to ride on the 

front of the tandem. It's a rewarding experience and a great way to make 

new friends. We would ensure you had the necessary training to feel 

confident when riding with a visually impaired person. If you're a keen cyclist 

or just like getting out on a bike, please consider supporting Tandemonium. 

You can email us on tandemonium.bikes@gmail.com or find out more on our 

Facebook page: www.facebook.com/tandemoniumbikesglos/ 

S-Bus Route Under Threat 

Despite the clamour for a new bus linking Hesters Way, St Marks and 
Springbank the service is not being used in large numbers. 
 
The S bus which runs every Wednesday afternoon is being provided by 
Community Connexions thanks to a subsidy from the Gloucestershire County 
Council. If you hold a Concessionary Bus Pass you will be able to travel on 
the bus for FREE as usual.  
 
The route starts at Shelley 
Road travels via 
Coronation Square to 
the Springbank Community 
Centre via Wentworth, 
Dunster and Springbank 
Roads.  
 
The message coming out is 
clear “USE IT or LOSE IT” 

https://www.facebook.com/tandemoniumbikesglos/?ref_component=mbasic_bookmark&ref_page=%2Fwap%2Fhome.php&refid=7
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Tour of Britain—        
International Cycle Event 
Comes to Cheltenham 

C 
heltenham will host the penultimate stage of the OVO Energy Tour 
of Britain this September, which will see the world’s top 
professional cyclists, race through the Cotswolds to arrive in our 
historic spa town on Saturday 9 September. Cheltenham Borough 

Council together with partners, will be offering residents not only the 
chance to get up close to the world-class race, but to also see the town 
transformed for another major festival, celebrating cycling, accessible to 
all. 

Stage Seven of Britain’s premier road cycling event will start in Hemel Hempstead, 
crossing Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire before passing through the likes of 
Bourton-on-the-Water, Stow-on-the-Wold and Moreton-in-Marsh and  will see 
a SKODA King of the Mountains climb of Cleeve Hill inside the final 10-kilometres, 
before finishing in the centre of Cheltenham, the first time that the town will have 
hosted the Tour. 

As part of this event many partnerships have been formed to make the day a 
great family event. In Pittville Park,  local cycle clubs will be running activities and 
races for children to get involved with.  There will be fairground entertainment, 
stalls and fun activities to keep youngsters entertained and crowds can gather to 

see the riders come along the 
Evesham Road, past the racecourse, 
heading into the town centre. 

The finish line will be in Imperial 
Square where people will be able to 
line the streets to  celebrate the finish 
in our gorgeous regency town centre. 
The televised event will be supported 
with more market stalls, family 
activities, and street food in what is 
sure to be the event of the year 

Carefully managed road closures to ensure the safety of the event will be in place 
on the day so people are encouraged to ride their bikes (remember to bring a 
lock) and use the lock up stations around the town. 

To get directly involved with the event, either through volunteering or sponsorship 
opportunities, contact APT marketing victoria@aptmarketing.co.uk. 

Keep up to date with this exciting event at www.cheltenhamcyclingfestival.org.uk  

mailto:victoria@aptmarketing.co.uk
http://www.cheltenhamcyclingfestival.org.uk
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NEIGHBOURHOOD PROJECT NEW TRUSTEE 

New appointment - Hesters Way Neighbourhood 
Project Ltd - Community Board - we are delighted 
to announce the appointment of Shirley Collins 
who tells us a little about herself below:   

“I recently joined the Board of Hesters Way 
Neighbourhood Project as a Director and Trustee. I 
grew up, went to school and worked locally, spending 
some 25 years here before moving away to pursue a 
career change. Having originally trained as an 
entertainer I remember many happy times in the past 
teaching modern and disco dancing to teenagers and young adults in St Mark’s.  

Subsequently working in London as a journalist for the aid and development 
agency Tearfund, it was my job to raise awareness of need in 50 countries 
around the world through news writing, making radio broadcasts, promotional 
and TV films. Donations which came in as a result helped poor and 
disadvantaged people to gain a better quality of life. As time went on I began to 

realise the truth in the old saying ‘charity begins at 
home’ and decided to concentrate my efforts on 
fundraising for individuals and groups in the UK.  

Since returning to live in Cheltenham, I have been 
active in providing arts classes and events in the town 
with several organisations. I have enjoyed serving on 
the Steering Group of Hesters Way Community Fund, 
which distributes monies from the Health Lottery to 
projects in the area through The Conservation 
Volunteers.”  

A very warm welcome to you Shirley from 
everyone involved and connected with the 
Neighbourhood Project.  We look forward to you 
helping us develop and deliver the next part of 
our vision for the Cheltenham West area.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEIGHBOURHOOD PROJECT SEEKS NEW MEMBERS 

Hesters Way Neighbourhood Project is celebrating 21 years of 
developing and delivering community based services and activities 
across the local area.  We’re proud of what we’ve helped achieve for the area 
and to be part of a team of who are totally dedicated to improving things on this 
side of town. As we celebrate our BIG BIRTHDAY we are looking for people with 
fresh ideas and impetus to come and join us to help pave the way for better 
even things to come. 

If you’d like to get involved with The Project or have some ideas for things you’d 
like to do yourself but need a little help then we’d love to hear from you.   And 
please don’t think you have nothing to offer or your ideas won’t work, 
let’s give us all a chance and have a go!  

Call in to any of the 4 venues we operate locally – Hesters Way and Springbank 
Community Resource Centre’s, The Rowanfield Living Room community hub and 
our Neighbourhood Charity Shop in Hesters Way Road – or give us a call on 
01242 521319 to find out more.  



Hesters Way Neighbourhood 
Project 

“…run by local people for local people…” 

No internet access? 

Need help with computers? 

Then come along to  

“FREE” IT DROP-IN CLASS 

Learn 

 Keyboard basics 

 Mouse basics 

 Using emails 

 Online searches 

 Using public services 

 Social media and Skype 

Our skilled and friendly volunteers would love to help you.  

 

Wednesday 1.30pm - 4pm 

Thursday 10am - 12.30pm 

In the DIGI DEN at  

Hesters Way Community 

Resource Centre GL51 7SU 

01242 521319 / www.hwnp.org 
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