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VIEWPOINT  
 

4 EASTER EGGSTRAVAGANZA 
Find out the line up at this great annual event  

6 LOVING THE LIBRARY Thereôs 

plenty to do at the Library on Coronation Square.  

10 BOARD GAMES CLUB Banish the 

boredom at this new local club  

11 ROBOT CLUB Great new club starts at 

the Science Centre  

12 ACADEMY TAKES GREAT 
STRIDES ASA now officially the second best 
non-selective secondary school in Cheltenham  

22 COMMUNITY FUND 
INVESTMENT Can you help decide where 
money is spent in Hesters Way?  

28 ALMSHOUSE MYSTERY Did you 

know we have Almshouses in St Marks?  

30 SPRINGBANK EASTER FAIR 
More on the annual Easter gathering at the 
Springbank Centre  

WEST CHELTENHAM DEVELOPMENTS  
Big plans are afoot in the West of 
Cheltenham with the JCS proposing 1000+ 
houses and a cyber hub on land to the west 
of Springbank and CBC / CBH considering 
improvements to their housing stock too. 

There is also a feature on the newly 
designated Hesters Way Forum which will 
give residents, community groups and 
businesses the opportunity to develop a plan 
the future of the area. 

To find out more about these schemes take a look at pages the development 
section from pages 14 ï19.  



óThere is a time for everything, and a season for 

every activity under heavenô, says the writer of 

Ecclesiastes. For the past 14 1/2 years I have had 

the amazing privilege of being the Vicar of Hesters 

Way & Springbank, and the bits in between, the 

Vicar of St. Aidan & St. Silas. Itôs a great place to 

be. Well my season comes to an end on April 

10th, as the West Cheltenham Team Ministry 

reverts to being a single parish. 

I have met some amazing people and grateful for 

all they have taught me to be a better human 

being. To the many baptism and wedding families 

I have met, thank you for being able to share your 

joyous days. And to those who I had the honour to 

take a family funeral, though often I never knew 

your loved one, each occasion was very precious.   

If I could turn back time I would have fought 

harder to retain our two buildings, one demolished 

and one repurposed, yet now our Church Family 

move forward, and for the past three years 

serving out of the Oasis Centre on Coronation 

Square. We often say óitôs good to come to church, 

but itôs better to be churchô, so most of our church 

life takes place in the community seven days a 

week. 

But what if we could turn back time for a moment and knew what our predecessors 

thought or wished to pass on to us. On Good Friday March 30th at 1pm on the old 

St. Aidan site we are going to open up the Time Capsule that was discovered when 

St. Aidan was demolished. You are most welcome to join us. Before that we have 

our Annual Good Friday Service on Coronation Square Market at 11.30am. Please 

come along to either or both and say óhello and goodbyeô. 

Keep the faith, but never ever to yourselves . Love Philip & Lucy Smith x 
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