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SPRINGFIELD PARK LITTER PICK
Litter picks in Springfield Park, have been
happening for the last 10 years. When I first
got involved, it was because a lovely and very
dedicated lady called Shirley contacted me.
And so it began. Last Saturday of the month,
weather willing, we meet at the Resource
Centre, and headed into the park armed with
litter pickers, hoops and bags. Occasionally, if
we felt that the Park was looking good, we
would head out of the park to tackle other
nearby areas. We really would love to be able
to do this more often but need more members of our community to get involved
to help this to happen.
Sadly, Shirley moved away from the area and I was left to fly the banner. Over the
years, various people have joined us. All were and continue to be, very welcome.
Councillor Peter Jeffries and I made it into a family outing, with our spouses,
children and our 4-legged friends, Poppy and Smudge. We also combined this with
our Councillor Surgery, inviting anyone along who wanted to speak with us or ask
advice.
The most often picked up items have changed over the years. There used to be
quite a lot of spirit bottles, but we rarely see those now. Sadly though, we can
often tell what the latest special offers are in the local shops. It also seems that an
energy drink, often does not give the drinker the strength to get to a litter bin. I
believe there are 9 in the Park, so it should never be very far to go.
The positive changes have been less
polystyrene boxes for hot snacks (chips etc) and
less free/throwaway carrier bags. Maybe the
latest push on single use plastics, will see an
end to plastic bottles and crisp packets.
Maybe......
Sadly, a family illness kept me away for a while, but with the latest Keep Britain
Tidy promotion, we have relaunched and will aim to be at Springbank Resource
Centre at 10am, on the first Saturday of every month. If you do feel inspired to
join in, please come along. Refreshments will be provided.
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Multi Use Games Area

I

t’s been a long time coming but the
new Multi Use Games Area commonly
known as a MUGA has finally been
installed on the land in front of Oasis
at Coronation Square.

The project was initiated by the Hesters
Way Partnership back in 2015 when money
that had been raised by local young people
from the Youth Opportunities Fund (YOF)
was made available to the partnership to
promote local sports activities.
The MUGA idea came from work done by the
Neighbourhood Coordination Group to
assess needs around Coronation Square. It
was discovered that local children were
playing outside the shops and former St
Aidan’s Church and it was decided to
provide a more formal but still accessible
and safe space to play.
The YOF funds were enhanced through
Councilor Suzanne William’s Active Together
contribution and a grant from the Police
Commissioners Fund together with finance
provided by the Hesters Way Partnership.
After agreeing a lease for the land outside
the Oasis centre with the YMCA, the
construction began in earnest. Sutcliffe Play
have supplied the equipment and have
proven to be a reliable and trustworthy
partner as have South Wales Sports
Grounds who installed the MUGA in double
quick time.
There will be a grand opening in due course
but in the meantime the MUGA will be FREE
to use any time. A series of coaching
sessions (see the adjacent page) will take
place over the summer holidays to
encourage local youngsters to take
advantage of this great new asset for
Hesters Way.
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The Hesters Way Library
Check out your local library - you’ll be surprised at the range of activities
on offer. It could be the first step to the new you!

Regular Activities:
Baby Bounce & Rhyme takes place every Tuesday 11 till 11.30 in term time
and every Saturday 10.30 till 11 (babies, feel free to bring your siblings too!)
Knit & Natter happens every Tuesday 2.30 till 4 p.m.
Library Club meets the first Wednesday of the month 10.15 till 12
Toddler Club Active Stories, Rhymes and colouring/craft FREE for pre-school
children from 11 till 11.30 a.m. on these days;
Hire the Library If you want a space for an event or a meeting we offer very
reasonable rates. Please call or drop in for details.

SUMMER READING CHALLENGE:
Mischief Makers
Celebrating 80 years of the
Beano comic - let's make this an
amazing summer of reading!
Starts Saturday 14th July 2018

Shelf Help:
Shelf Help are free to join self help books aimed at 13 to
18 year olds. Every library has a collection of thirty five
titles, covering topics such as mental health wellbeing,
anxiety, body image and confidence and self esteem.
For information about the titles in our collections, please
visit www.reading-well.org.uk/shelfhelp
Wanted!! School-age volunteers for children’s events email
Andy on andy.stewart@gloucestershire.gov.uk or visit the
library in person.

OPENING TIMES
Monday

1-5

Thursday Closed

Tuesday
Friday

10 – 6 Wednesday
2–5

Saturday

10 – 1
10 – 1

Contact Hesters Way Library on 01242 514969
www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/libraries
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New Nursery Extension
Under Construction!
Hot on the heels of the recent garden play area renewal at Puddles in
Hester Way, Desirable Childcare are adding a fantastic new extension to
their Giggles offering at the Springbank Community Centre.
The original plans for the centre were drawn up in 2002 and included a much
larger nursery than exists today. SureStart then the government body which
funded the project were uncertain whether there were sufficient numbers of
children locally to fill the spaces. As a result the extra space became meeting
rooms. However, the success of Giggles and the resulting increased demand for
places now warrants an expansion into the rooms originally designed to be a
nursery.
A minor reconfiguration of the rooms is taking place as we go to print with the
garden space as seen in the photo below having had a wonderful makeover that
has already thrilled the children. Hopefully new places will be available in July and
certainly by September that will also mean more jobs too!
For more information, please call and come for a visit where we can show you
round the nursery settings and answer any questions you may have. For further
information see the advert opposite.

9

10

10

BLOWING IN THE WIND
The wind turbine in Springfield
Park has been spinning now for
8 years, generating electricity
for the Community Centre next
door.
Every 2 years the engineers
from Kingspan service the
mechanism to ensure that it is
safe and producing energy as
efficiently as it can.
As you can see from the image
here they had some difficulty
this year as the shrubs below
had made it very tricky to
lower the structure.
Fortunately a UBICO parks employee was on hand to help cut back the foliage
and the service could be completed!
To date 13,000 kWh of energy has been produced, equivalent to 6,942 tonnes
of carbon saved from entering the atmosphere. Over the lifespan of the turbine,
which should be 25 years, this is a massive saving. However, it is less than half
of the output of the solar installation at Hesters Way which had a comparable
initial cost . It is clear that both in terms of cost outlay, maintenance and
production solar wins hands in comparison to urban wind turbines!
We still love the turbine though :-)

CAFÉ REWARDS LOYALTY
JTs Corner Café has been run by local resident
Jim Betteridge at the Hesters Way Community
Resource Centre now for 8 years, cooking great
food at fantastic prices in a friendly environment.
This summer brings the addition an improved
outdoor dining area with extra tables and a new
gravel floor. The sun trap is perfect for
breakfasts, lunches and afternoon teas but also
offers the seclusion of the shade offered by the
silver birch trees. The café also offers daily
papers and Wi Fi free for paying customers.
Jim has a multitude of loyal customers who he’ll
be thanking with his new loyalty card. The card
will be available at the counter and offer regular
customers a free hot drink for every 5 they buy.
JTs also supplies outside catering and provides
meals for the children at the two local nurseries
Puddles and Giggles. See the website for full
details; www.jtscornercafe.co.uk
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All Saints’ Academy and
Cheltenham College Partnership

A

ll Saints’ Academy and Cheltenham College have entered into an Enhanced
Partnership. The partnership means that the Senior Leadership Teams of both
schools will be collaborating closely and sharing best practice in order to promote
educational excellence. The partnership will enhance the professional
development of staff and further enrich the extra-curricular provision for pupils at both
centres.
To mark the start of this Enhanced Partnership, the two Heads recently signed an
agreement which commits both schools to working closely together.

The partnership has already started to benefit students at both educational providers.
Students have had the opportunity to take part in joint careers fairs, pre-university work
experience, medicine, dentistry and veterinary science programmes, arts workshops,
rowing clubs and much more.
Students from the Academy have been enjoying extra Maths and Physics lessons with
specialist engineers. Students from Cheltenham College have been gaining valuable
leadership experience as lab assistants, sports coaches and classroom assistants at the
Academy.
Both schools have a Christian foundation committed to serving Cheltenham and the
surrounding communities.
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Principal Dermot McNiffe, All Saints’ Academy said, “For us, it is about sharing the best of
what both our educational sectors have to offer so that the young students at All Saints’
Academy and Cheltenham College benefit from an enriched experience of joint provision,
whether that is through learning in a Physics lesson, involvement in a joint Duke of
Edinburgh expedition, international trips, sport or a debating society. We have
collaboratively created an ambitious educational programme with sincere partnership at the
core, which I believe, will be highly regarded as a model of excellence for formal
partnership between independent and state sector schools once the impact of our joint
venture is realised.”
Nicola Huggett, Incoming Head of Cheltenham College, said, “It is a pleasure to be
working alongside staff and senior leaders at All Saints’ Academy, to ensure that the young
people in our care are given the best all round educational experience. As educators, both
schools put pupils at the centre of our decision making, and I have no doubt that as we
continue to work with All Saints’ Academy, this will help pupils in both schools. The
opportunities for staff to develop alongside one another has also proved to be a real source
of inspiration. We look forward to continuing to build on the strong foundations that have
been laid over the coming years.”

Alex Chalk, MP for Cheltenham, said, “I warmly welcome this partnership, which I’m
confident will benefit both schools and help enhance Cheltenham’s reputation for
excellence and innovation in education.”
Rachel Treweek, Bishop of Gloucester Diocese, said, “This partnership is an exciting and
encouraging development. Both All Saints’ Academy and Cheltenham College have a
strong Christian foundation and are committed to building community not only within their
schools but also in their involvement in the communities which surround them. I
wholeheartedly welcome the opportunities that this new partnership brings for young
people to flourish and achieve their potential.”
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Hesters Way
Needs Your Help!
Together we can make Hesters Way
a better place to live, work and play.

With your help the new local
Neighbourhood Forum will
produce a plan for the
improvement of the
Hesters
Way Ward (see map opposite)

GET INVOLVED


talking to neighbours and
friends



helping with consultation



distributing flyers to your road



sharing ideas



advertising and publicity

THE NEXT MEETING:

Hesters Way
Community
Centre
Mondays 25th
June / 23rd July
5.30pm—7pm
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HESTERS WAY WARD
PROPOSED
1000 HOUSES
and
THROUGH
ROAD

PROPOSED
CYBER HUB
and
THROUGH
ROAD

CORONATION
SQUARE

GCHQ

STAY IN TOUCH


For future meetings and project updates



www.hesterswayforum.co.uk



Comment on twitter @hesterswayforum



Or facebook hesterswayforum

COMMENTS WELCOME
Comments to Chair, Charmian Sheppard
info@hesterswayforum.co.uk
For meetings information call;
01242 575638
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Local residents in Hesters Way
host neighbours lunch
Local people living in a
small part of Hesters Way
attended a lunch for
residents to get to know
their neighbours on June 1
at the Hesters Way Baptist
Church. The event was
hosted by the Steering
Group of the Hester’s Way
Community Fund with the
support of TCV, the
Community Volunteering
Charity. Food was
provided by Food Impact
Project in collaboration
with guest Chef Jamie
Raftery. There was fun for
all the family, with a free
sit-down lunch in the
church hall, music sing-along, family escape rooms, free digital portrait studio,
a bouncy castle and lawn games on Ashlands Square. There was also a World
Café activity where residents talked to their neighbours about what community
issues are important to them and how residents can work together to improve
where they live.
The Hester’s Way Community Fund is governed by a steering group of local
residents who work together to identify challenges in their local area and to
take action to address them. Steering group member Tanya Harrison said “we
spoke to lots of people living on and around Hesters Way and they told us they
wanted to get to know their neighbours better. Our group decided that a
community lunch was a great way to meet people and have fun at the same
time”.
Any residents who live within the
project area are invited to be part of
the steering group and help make
decisions about what happens in
their community.

TCV Project Officer Hope
Thornton said; “Hester’s Way has a
great sense of community and many
people are really happy to live here.
We’re always keen to hear from
people who have ideas about making
positive contributions to the local
area. Residents can share their ideas
with me at the community lunch or via the ‘Hesters Way Community Fund’
Facebook page”.
Hope can also be reached via email, h.thornton@tcv.org.uk or 07818 511 658.
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An exciting partnership;
Food Impact Project and
Family Space hand in hand
Food Impact Project, an initiative
started in September 2017 to save,
distribute and process surplus and
perfectly edible food. This has been
rescued from supermarkets for
families in need in West Cheltenham.
Food Impact has now partnered with
Family Space a charity working with
families offering a helping hand with
the ups and downs of family life. This
collaboration
will
give
us
the
opportunity to work hand in hand to
reach out to more families and
organise lunches on a more frequent
basis.
Up until now we have organised 6 family and community lunches with a free
entrance for the kids. 60-80 people have attended these each time, offering
families a nutritious meal with lots of vegetables, and also the opportunity to
take surplus food bags and any surplus meals left from the lunch with them.
We have recently published a survey to find out the views of families in our area
about our lunches. We would really like to get as many responses as possible.
Their input would help us to decide how to move on as to how often we should
organise our events, if we should give people the option of take away or precooked meals for later consumption, what kids activities to incorporate during
the lunches or what surplus food they would most like to get.
If you would like to participate in our survey, you can visit our Facebook page at
FoodImpactCheltenham. It only takes a couple of minutes and your contribution
could really make a difference. Alternatively follow this link to the survey.
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/HDC83BS

We are organising our next
Family Lunch on Friday 22nd
June at St. Barnabas Church,
from 3.30-5 pm. This time
we will be cooking with food
donated
from
Marks
&
Spencer and the entrance is
free for all. Places are limited
to 80. Please book in
advance by visiting our FB
page.
Valia Zina, Food Impact
Project:
https://www.facebook.com/
FoodImpactCheltenham/
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FAMILY SUMMER FUN ACTIVITIES

Family-favourite destination,
Sudeley Castle and Gardens, will
be drawing in families from
Gloucestershire and beyond this
summer with its ever-popular
Children’s Wednesdays,. With
everything from musical mayhem
with the Music Man and storytelling,
to bouncy castles and an inflatable
activity centre, mini lords and ladies
can enjoy a whole host of holiday
When: Wednesdays from 25 July to
29 August 2018.
To book: Call Sudeley Castle and
Gardens on (01242) 602308, email
enquiries@sudeley.org.uk or visit
sudeleycastle.co.uk directly.

Gloucester Cathedral free, hands
-on fun for all ages. Open daily,
the interactive exhibition gives
youngsters the chance to dress up
and make their very own gruesome
gargoyle. Visitors can also discover
secrets of how the cathedral was
built, have fun in the Whispering
Gallery explore the Crypt and
Library Admission free. The Library
and Crypt Tours cost £3, £1 for
children; Tower Tours cost £7, £1
for children.
To book: Call Gloucester Cathedral
on (01452) 528095, email
visits@gloucestercathedral.org.uk,
or visit gloucestercathedral.org.uk
Giant LEGO Brick Animals trail
returns to Slimbridge Wetland
Centre this summer; the trail
features 14 huge sculptures
including a river otter, kingfisher,
frog and flamingo. The LEGO Brick
workshops run on weekends
When: Saturday 7 July to Sunday
23 September 2018. and
How much: Normal admission
charges apply for Giant LEGO Brick
Animals trail. The LEGO Brick
workshops cost £10.50. or more
info: See Giant LEGO Brick Animals
trail, and LEGO Brick Workshops
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Bounce away at Funky Warehouse
on 28 trampolines, a foam pit, battle
bean, parkour jump boxes and a
Ninja Warrior course. There’s oft play
for the under fives with ball pits,
swirly and wavy slides, and an area
for under twos.
How much: A session £10, £7.50
for off-peak times. A soft play
session starts from £2.95 and is for
under 1s. Toddler sessions £2.50.
When: from 10am daily
To book: Call (01242) 300101,
enquiries@funkywarehouse.co.uk
See www.funkywarehouse.co.uk

Batsford Arboretum Little
explorers will be putting their
detective hats on at Batsford
Arboretum this summer, with The
Big Batsford Bug Hunt takes place
from Wednesday 1 to Friday 31
August 2018
Costs £2.50, plus normal
admission prices.
For more info: See
www.batsarb.co.uk/news-events
To book: Call Batsford Arboretum
on (01386) 701441, or visit
batsarb.co.uk

The Listening Station
The culmination of a year-long programme focusing on the significance of World
War One through offsite activity has opened at The Wilson.
Led by artist Robyn Woolston
(robynwoolston.com), The
Wilson, Leisure Centre, Town
Hall, Hester’s Way
Community Centre and
Cheltenham Library are
hosting A Boards and station
points for you to leave your
thoughts and stories about
both contemporary and
historical conflict.
Please drop in and make a
comment if you are visiting
the Centre
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Summer Fair 2018
Saturday 28th July 11-2pm
Springbank Community Resource Centre
FUN ACTIVITIES & ENTERTAINMENT
FREE ENTRY RAFFLE
MINI WALTZERS
CHARITY STALLS
BOUNCY CASTLE

MOUNTED POLICE
FIRE ENGINE
BBQ with GCAFE
MUSIC & DANCE

AND MUCH MORE

PEDAL TO THE POOL
Get back in to cycling & enjoy
a free swim !
Get pedalling this summer by booking on to our free cycle & swim events

Free Cycling Confidence sessions
Saturday 14th July;
10-12am at Hester’s Way Park (Fishy Park)

Pedal to the Pool social rides:
Saturday 14th July: 1.30pm & 3pm
Wednesday August 1st: 10am and 1.30pm
Start/Finish from Hesters Way Resource Centre, Cassin Drive to Leisure at
Cheltenham GL50 4RN.
Ride suitable for all abilities. We will cycle to Leisure@Cheltenham guided by
experienced friendly ride leaders to go for a free swim, splash and play to
celebrate the opening of the fabulous new splash zone!
Contact Jo on 07786525885 or south@sustrans.org.uk to book or find
out more…...

Advanced Booking only—Limited availability!
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Hester's Way Community Fund
What is it?
In 2015, People’s Health Trust and TCV teamed up to deliver
the Local People Programme and The Hesters Way
Community Fund. We have invested £47,000 toward:
regeneration of Coronation Square, increasing activities for
older people, and increasing activities/opportunities for older
children. Do you agree with these priorities? What do you
think we should be focusing on? Have you got any ideas? Get
in touch!

How does it work?
Residents of the
project area
pictured here can
make decisions on
how funding is
spent. Decisions
are made by the
Steering Group (of
local residents)
who meet once per
month, to discuss
activities/events/
and grant
applications. Local
people and
organisations may
apply to the
steering group to
fund their idea /
community
project / activities / event.

Interested? Get in Touch!
We welcome anyone to put forth ideas! The steering group can support you to
develop your idea into an activity / project / event or campaign. It is a very
informal process and we encourage applications / enquiries from people of all
backgrounds.

Please contact Hope Thornton (facebook, email, or phone) if you have any
questions, ideas, or want to
get involved with the steering
group.
Facebook: Hester's Way
Community Fund
Email: h.thornton@tcv.org.uk
Mobile: 07818 511 658
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James Smith Row -

affordable housing
development in west Cheltenham
Introducing …. James Smith
Row Another affordable
housing development in
West Cheltenham named
after a founding member of
the YMCA
In partnership with Hesters
Way Baptist Church, and
with generous funding from
Cheltenham Borough
Council and Homes England,
YMCA are delighted to
introduce their brand new
affordable housing
development in West
Cheltenham.
Comprising 10 large, fully independent studio apartments, James Smith Row
has been designed specifically with young people taking that first step to
independence in mind. The addition of James Smith Row brings to 31 the
total number of affordable homes provided by the YMCA in West Cheltenham
in the last 10 months.
A big thank you to everyone who donated to our Cooker Appeal – each studio
apartment at James Smith Row has a brand new cooker!

For more information visit our www.YMCACheltenham.com, or to register
your interest, please email the YMCA West Cheltenham Housing Team at
JamesSmithRow@CheltenhamYMCA.com

Cheltenham POPPs (Springbank)
Cheltenham POPPs aims to bring together older people locally for fun and
companionship. They hold fortnightly meetings on a Wednesday afternoon (2
p.m. till 4 p.m.) at the Springbank Community Resource Centre often including
a guest speaker and or an activity together. The afternoon charge is 50p for
members or £1 for non-members including tea and coffee.
Summer Diary 2018
27th June

“Should have gone to Specsavers!” Emily Ashma

11th July

Egyptian Spirit - Ann Malloy

19th July

POPPS Outing – To Be Announced

25th July

Strawberry Tea with Alex Chalk MP and Giggles Nursery

For more information contact: Doreen Spiers on 01242 226890
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AGE UK: Out With The Old

T

he AGE UK Charity shop in
Coronation Square has recently
undergone a fabulous refit and
is all the better for it!

Deputy manager Sharon Morris
(pictured) is very pleased with the new
look which includes fresh flooring, new
shelving and a repositioning of the
counter. The local volunteer team,
some of whom have been giving their
time for over 10 years, also welcomed
the change.
The shop is currently offering all clothing for
a little as 99p per item so it’s a great time
to get there for a real bargain.
If you’d like to join the volunteer team then
please give Sharon or manager Darren
Powell a call on 01242 237003 or just drop
in to the shop.

Card Factory
Comes to Town

I

t was a shame to see the WH Smiths
close down on the Square recently
but Card Factory has quickly filled its
place.

The shop which has a long history in the
Regent Arcade offers cards and gifts for
all budgets, so you can mark every
special occasion in style.
The team of Tracy, Matt and Dave
welcome you with a smile and with
everything designed in house the prices
are excellent; cards from 29p—£1.99,
banners from 99p and badges 39p-99p.
You’ll find the perfect way to say happy
birthday, wish loved ones a great
anniversary or celebrate a new baby.
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Hesters Way Community Resource Centre
“…run by local people for local people…”

Activities, Groups & Services include:
Monday

Money Advice Service

09.30 - 15.00

Ring Garry Mills 01452 505544

Job Club with CBH

11.00 -13.00

FREE - Staff led

AA

19.00 - 20.30

Donation - Volunteer led

Tuesday

Health Walking Group

Meet at 10.30

FREE

Wednesday

AL ANON

10.30 - 12.00

Donation - Volunteer Led

Writers Group

11.00 - 12.30

Dorothy Curtis 01242 582985

Job Club with CBH

11.00 -13.00

FREE - Staff led

Computer Drop In Class

13.30 - 16.00

FREE—Volunteer Led

Computer Drop In Class

10.30 - 13.00

FREE - Volunteer Led

P3 Welfare Support

13.30 - 15.30

FREE - Staff Led

English Speaking Club

18.00 - 19.30

FREE - Volunteer Led

Money & Benefit Advice

09.30 - 13.00

FREE - ring 01242 264195

AA

11.30 - 13.15

Donation - Volunteer Led

Cheltenham West Carers

16.00 - 18.00

FREE - Volunteer Led

Mon - Fri

JT’s Café

08.00 - 16.00

Charges apply

Mon - Fri

Lobby Computer & WiFi

08.00 - 18.00

FREE

Mon - Fri

Cosy Corner - just sit and
relax, read a paper/book

08.00 - 18.00

FREE

Thursday

Friday

The Neighbourhood Charity Shop
16 -18 Hesters Way Road (next door to the Co-Op and Post Office)
Open Mon to Fri 9am to 3pm, 01242 252325

Bargains Galore! Donations Welcomed!
Save money, recycle and help raise funds for local projects
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Springbank Community Resource Centre
“…run by local people for local people…”

Weekly Activities include:
Monday

Tuesday

Craft Club (fortnightly)

10.00 - 12.00

£2.50 - Volunteer led

Art with Graham

13.00 -15.00

£5 per term - Volunteer led

Samurai Martial Arts - 3 age 17.30 - 20.30
groups classes

Ring Brian 07971584901

Infinite Tai Chi with Gillian

10.30 - 11.30

£5/£3.50 - 01242 248663

Indoor Bowls

13.00 - 15.30

Small charge - Volunteer led

10.00 - 12.00

£5

Springbank Little Steps

11.00 - 13.00

£1 - Volunteer led

POPPS (50+’s fun & health)

13.30 -15.30

50p - Volunteer led

Inspirations Majorettes

16.30 - 18.30

Ring Hayley 0781 391 1245

Line Dancing with Sandra

19.00 - 20.30

£5 - 0777 942 3414

HEALTH WALKING GROUP

Meet 10.30

FREE

Wednesday Active Fitness
gentle exercise

Thursday

Friday

Mon—Fri

Samurai Martial Arts - 3 age 17.30 - 20.30
groups classes

Ring Brian 07971584901

Smart Art with Graham

10.00 - 12.30

£5 per term

Springbank Garden Group

14.00 - 16.00

FREE - Volunteer led

Lobby Computer & WiFi

08.30 - 18.00

FREE

Got an idea for a new activity? Ring Helen on 539088

The Living Room
12 Devon Avenue, Rowanfield Exchange, 01242 263420
Rowanfield’s very own community hub.
Activities Mon to Fri including Parent & Toddler Group, Revival Room,
Social Action Group, IT Drop In/Job Search and Social Evenings
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Universal Credit Uncovered
What do you know about Universal Credit? If you are a Bromford customer and
you feel like you could benefit from a chat with us then we are here to help!
Universal Credit is now full service in Cheltenham, which means that if you
currently receive Housing Benefit, Income-based JSA, Income-related ESA,
Income Support, Child Tax Credits and/or Working Tax Credits then a change in
your circumstances could mean you need to make a claim for Universal Credit
instead. Any new claims will also be Universal Credit, although there are some
exceptions to this rule.
Universal Credit is paid and administered by the Department for Work and
Pensions and applications need to be made online. In most circumstances you
will be paid all of your entitlement in one payment on the same day each month
and it will take around 5-6 weeks for your first payment to hit your bank. If you
are entitled to help towards your rent, this will now be paid to you rather than to
us.
Being a Universal Credit claimant means you will be placed in a conditionality
group based on your circumstances and work capability. Every claim is different
and the amount of money you will receive and what is expected of you will vary.
If you would like to have a conversation about Universal Credit we are here to
help. We are in the Job Centre Plus every Tuesday between 10am and 12.30 if
you would like help with your claim, or alternatively we can visit you at home or
meet you in the community. You can find contact details for your Neighbourhood
Coach by visiting www.bromford.co.uk

The new BHF shop on the Square
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Plastic Not So Fantastic!
Let’s face it, plastic is versatile and lightweight and we all use it to some
extent, but plastic is not so fantastic, as it is very energy intensive to make
and much of it is only used once. It’s a terrible waste of resources and it
costs money to dispose of the waste.
Vision 21 is lending its support to see a new group called Plastic Free
Cheltenham, which has been set up to encourage both the public and
businesses to use fewer single use plastic items. It is looking for supporters.
Anyone interested in joining in should contact Meg Stone at
plasticfreecheltenham@gmail.com .
In every minute of
every day in the
UK, around
250,000 plastic
bottles are made,
yet less than half
will be recycled, the
rest litter our
streets,
countryside,
beaches, rivers or
sea, but most will
end up being burnt
and in so doing
increases the
prospect of Global
Warming or they
will end up in
landfill, where some
types of plastic take up to 1,000 years to degrade.
In Norway, plastic bottle recycling rate is greater than 96%, but recycling is
not the best answer, we need to dramatically cut down on single use
plastics. What is more, we can do it too! A good example of this is the
massive reduction in plastic bag use. In the first 6 months after the 5p
plastic carrier bag charge was introduced, plastic bag use fell by a whopping
85%.
So how can you help? An easy start is not to use drinking straws or plastic
tea spoons or stirrers. Use a refillable container for drinks, water bottles and
coffee cups. It is now quite common to see people carrying them around.
Another thing you could do, if you already don’t, is to use a bar of soap
rather than use a bottle of liquid soap.

Follow us on Twitter
@Vision21Glos or
Facebook Vision21.org
or visit our website
www.vision21.org.uk
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Family Space Stay & Play

Hesters Way Baptist Church, Ashlands Road, GL51 0DR

Messy Play
Term Time; Tuesday 10.00-11.30am, Wednesday 9.1511.00am For summer holiday activities see our Facebook
page

Spaces for new members

NOW AVAILABLE!
£2 per family

2 weeks FREE with this voucher.
One additional free week if you bring a friend.
For more information please contact Lindsey on
stayandplay@familyspace.org.uk or 07880993176
www.familyspace.org.uk
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Hesters Way Neighbourhood Project
“…run by local people for local people…”

No internet access?
Need help with computers?
Then come along to our Volunteer led

“FREE” IT DROP-IN CLASSES
Learn:
•

Keyboard basics

•

Mouse basics

•

Using emails

•

Online searches

•

Using public services

•

Social media and Skype

Our skilled and friendly Volunteer Team would love to help you

Wednesday 1.30 - 4pm
Thursday 10.30 - 1pm
In the DIGI DEN at Hesters Way
Community Resource Centre, GL51 7SU
01242 521319 www.hwnp.org

