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VIEWPOINT

Spring 2019

4 POPPS bringing together older people
locally for fun and companionship.
6 EASTER EGGSTRAVAGANZA The Local Vocals Choir will be
the guest performers at this local favourite.
10 LOCAL VOCALS ACROSS THE SKY Details
of this fantastic local singing project.
13 GIGGLES and PUDDLES NURSERIES Take a look at what
these two great nurseries are offering the community.
15 URBAN ART PROJECT AT OASIS Take a chance to
produce real graffiti art with artist Tim Martin.
18 ALL SAINTS Les Misérables photos!
21 UNSTOPPABLE Project providing free sanitary
products to tackle period poverty.
22 CHRISTIAN ARTS FESTIVAL Return of this popular West
Cheltenham arts festival.

27 COMPUTER DROP IN Learn more about these
free weekly drop in sessions for adults.
28 DRAGON ART Find out what the new public art
piece in KGV is and see construction photos.

West Cheltenham Directory
Hesters Way Partnership have worked with
partner agencies and local residents to develop a
directory of resources for the West Cheltenham
area. These include parks and gardens, sports
clubs and societies, community buildings,
councillors names and contact details for
everything our partners get up to! Thanks to all
those organisations who supplied new or updated
details for the directory. See an online version
here;

hwpartnership.org.uk/directory
The views and opinions expressed within Viewpoint are not necessarily those of the Hesters Way Partnership.
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Oasis Tree Planting
Thanks to funding from the High
Sheriff of Gloucestershire the
Hesters Way Partnership (HWP)
with the support of local
community members and the
41st Scouts were able to plant
five prunus sargentii (cherry
trees!) next to the new Multi Use
Games Area (MUGA) at Oasis on
Princess Elizabeth Way.
The trees were sponsored by former Hesters
Way and St Silas Vicar and HWP Chair, Philip
Smith; former Councillor, Mayor and HWP
director, Pat Thornton; Cheltenham Borough
Homes and Hesters Way Partnership. The
trees form a short avenue between the MUGA
and the road and will in time offer shade for
the activities at the MUGA.
The second part of the project will take place
over the Easter holidays when artist Tim
Martin will run workshops to produce a piece
of urban art on panels attached to the nearby
fence. There will also be a sports coaching
project at the MUGA running at the same
time.
Oasis will be the hub of further activities for
young people over the holidays so look out for
exciting arts and crafts and food opportunities
too. Its all action over Easter in the West of
Cheltenham!
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Cheltenham POPPS (Springbank)
Spring / Summer Diary
Cheltenham POPPs (Springbank) aims to bring together
older people locally for fun and companionship. We hold
fortnightly meetings on a Wednesday afternoon
(2
p.m. till 4 p.m.) at the Springbank Community Resource
Centre, Springbank Way, GL51 0LG.
Sometimes we have a guest speaker and sometimes we
participate in an activity together.
Usually we also have a raffle, a Bring-and-Buy stall and
Bingo.
The afternoon charge is 50p for members or £1 for nonmembers and tea and coffee is provided.

APRIL
3rd Easter Greetings – Wendy Binks.
17th POPPS AGM + Easter Garden Biscuits with Giggles.

EASTER

Easter Sunday is 21st April.

MAY
1st Friends Uke-Nited – Ukulele band led by Terry Cox.
15th Wisdom of Years – (Sharing our golden advice) with Sarah
Avery from Family Space
29th ”The Young Ones” (Just
John) – (Oldies but Goodies)

JUNE
12th Age UK and SSAFA – (Armed
Forces Charity) with Helen and Emlyn
26th MOREA School of Performing
Arts

For more information contact:
Doreen Spiers on 01242 226890 or Anne Holderness on 01242 300120
Cheltenham POPPS (Springbank)
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We Create
St Peters & St Pauls Arts Action Group
A new creative enterprise programme

Tess – WeCreate.Cheltenham@gmail.com / Sarah – hardwickgallery@glos.ac.uk
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Local Vocals and Across The Sky
Have you heard about a new choir called Local Vocals? The choir has
been established specifically for people who live and work in
Cheltenham West, and includes experienced singers, people who have
never sung in a choir and everything in between.
Local Vocals began singing together in November 2018, with many
new members joining in January this year. They sang at the Hesters
Way Christmas lights switch-on, and will be giving a short performance
at the Easter Eggstravaganza on 6 April at St Marks Community Centre.
They are directed by two inspirational leaders, composer Michael
Betteridge and vocalist Gina Baker, and are excited to show you what
they have learned in a short time, so come and give them your support.
If you fancy giving it a go
yourself, why not come along to
a rehearsal to find out more? It
doesn’t matter if you have
never sung before, everyone is
welcome, and there is no cost.
Rehearsals take place most
Tuesday evenings 7-8.30pm at
The Oasis Centre, Cassin Drive,
GL51 7SY.

Illustration by Tim Hopgood

Local Vocals will also be
performing in a brand new
community opera called Across
the Sky at Cheltenham Music
Festival in July alongside pupils
from Hesters Way and St
Thomas More Primary Schools
and All Saints’ Academy; the
choir and pupils are all helping
to create the storyline,
characters, music and songs.
Tickets are free and you can
also book free seats on a coach
from Coronation Square to the
Town Hall and back.

For more information about Local Vocals and Across The Sky visit
www.cheltenhamfestivals.com/communityopera or call 01242 537267
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Pupils have been busy
developing their writing skills
with scriptwriter Miranda
Walker to create the
characters and storyline for
Across the Sky.
‘I found the workshop today
fantastic and amazing, and I
was so proud of myself.’
Filip, St Thomas More Primary
School
They are now sharing their
amazing ideas with composer Michael Betteridge to help
him compose the music for the songs.

Still Moving Media

‘My favourite part of Michael’s workshop was the actual composing
part because I want to potentially be a composer after
school.’ (Connor, All Saints’ Academy)
Across the Sky will be performed twice, at 2pm and 5pm on
Sunday 14 April, on the main stage in Cheltenham Town Hall. The
performance is suitable for all ages, and will last 50 minutes.
Booking opens at 10am on Wednesday 3 April.
You can book tickets from the Festivals website
cheltenhamfestivals.com or by calling the Box Office on 01242
850270 (Tues – Fri, 10am-5pm). The event numbers are M43
(2pm), and M44 (5pm).

Hester’s Way
Primary
School pupils
singing with
Michael.

Still Moving Media

Across The Sky is funded by

12

NURSERY ARTICLE
Community
Wellbeing
Many things affect our health and wellbeing,
such as where we live, how we spend our
time, our financial situation and our
relationships with friends and family.
Sometimes, we need some extra support, for
example, when coping with a short or long
term health situation, or when life throws
other challenges our way.
The Cheltenham & Tewkesbury Community Wellbeing team is part of a
countywide service and may be able to offer support and advice to guide you
during these times. The service is available to anyone over the age of 16 years.
CCP is one of a number of Community Wellbeing Service providers in
Gloucestershire. We offer the service in the Cheltenham and Tewkesbury
areas.

To contact your local Community Wellbeing Agent in
Cheltenham call 0300 365 64 63
The Community Wellbeing Agent will offer a face-to-face, person-centred service.
Our role is to listen to you, find out where your interests lie, what your strengths
are and what would help you to meet the challenges you face. This may lead to
some one-to-one support, connection with others in your community or an
introduction to a group or organisation. Community Wellbeing Agents have an
extensive knowledge about groups and activities that are locally available.
The Community Wellbeing Service is free and confidential for people aged 16 and
above. Our aim is to connect you to local services, organisations and groups that
can help improve your general wellbeing and meet your wider social needs. We
can cover areas such as:

•
•
•
•
•
•

Mental health and wellbeing
Long term health conditions
General health and fitness
Social isolation
Housing and environment
Debt and finance

We can help you find activities in your local area, help you meet more people in
your community or simply provide you with information to help you make an
informed choice. Referrals can be made by directly by individuals and through GP
surgeries and ICTs in Cheltenham and Tewkesbury

13

14

15

16

Hesters Way Forum
HELP SHAPE THE FUTURE OF HESTERS WAY

The Neighbourhood plan is
taking shape, come and help
us make it a real community
plan!

NEXT MEETINGs:
Hesters Way
Community Centre
Monday 29th April

Monday 22nd May
5.30pm—7pm
See the website below for
what we’ve done so far.

COMMENTS WELCOME
Chair, Charmian Sheppard
E info@hesterswayforum.co.uk
Tel 01242 575638
W www.hesterswayforum.co.uk
T @hesterswayforum
FB hesterswayforum
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Hesters Way Local People Project
The Local People programme is a People’s Health Trust
initiative which involves supporting residents to develop a
shared vision for their community and take action on the
issues that matter most to local people. In Hesters Way, The
Local People project has been supported by TCV, the
community volunteering charity since 2015. We are currently
supporting residents of Tanners Rd to come together over
community safety, an allotment group at Edward Wilson
House and a regular litter pick on Ashlands Road.

Hesters Way Community Fund
As part of the Local People Project in Hesters Way, we have a
pot of money
which residents
can access to help
them take action
on the issues that
matter to them.
Residents of the
are pictured here
make decisions, on
how the funding is
spent by coming
together as a
Steering Group. If
you have an idea
and need some
help to make it
happen, get in
touch. We are a
group of
neighbours who are here to help. We are informal and friendly and want to
work with you on your idea. The process is friendly and supportive.

Interested? Get in touch.
Please contact Hope Thornton (Facebook, email, or phone) if you have any
questions, ideas, or want to get involved with the steering group.
Facebook: Hester's Way Community Fund Email: h.thornton@tcv.org.uk
Mobile: 07818 511 658
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LES MISERABLES at All Saints
Students wow audiences with Les Misérables spectacular
Ninety students from All Saints’ Academy took
part in their biggest musical production yet, Les
Misérables School Edition. Students from Year 7
to Year 13 took on roles of the cast and crew to
bring the revolution to life.
The musical is set against the backdrop of 19th
century France and tells an enthralling story of
broken dreams, unrequited love, passion,
sacrifice and redemption. Featuring the famous
songs ‘I Dreamed a Dream’, ‘On My Own’, ‘Bring
Him Home’ and ‘One Day More’ this production
was one not to be missed!
Talented students auditioned for parts at the beginning of October
and rehearsed for 3 months to give their most phenomenal sell out
performances on Thursday 31st January, Friday 1st February and
Saturday 2nd February 2019. Students
brought the audience to tears during
several songs such as Liv Fewing’s
portrayal of Fantine and her emotional
‘I Dreamed a Dream’ and Oliver Ray’s
performance as Marius with the famous
‘Empty Chairs and Empty Tables’.
Comedic relief was delivered by Harvey
White and Chantae Sellers who
brilliantly portrayed Monsieur and
Madame Thenardier, the thieving
landlords who look after Cosette.
The Mayor of Cheltenham, Bernard
Fisher was in attendance on Friday and
said ‘I was very impressed with the
talented young people of All Saints’ Academy and hope their
careers continue to blossom. We were also impressed with the
ambience of the school and the enthusiasm of staff, students,
parents and governors.’
Ms Ballinger said ‘The
show was absolutely
fantastic. I saw this on
the West End a couple
of months ago and
some of the
performances last night
were up there with
West End standard.’
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Specialists in family law
DS Legal is an experienced, highly regarded forward-looking law practice, specialising in family law. We are
committed to offering a first-class service and we pride ourselves on our no-nonsense and practical
approach.
We provide clear and effective advice, whilst at the same time understanding just how difficult family
breakdowns can be. We offer our clients professional and informed advice at every step.

Colleen Saunders
colleen@dslegal.co.uk
01242 517949

Lauren Jones
Care proceedings
A local authority may seek a court order if it is alleged your child is
not receiving the sort of care it would be reasonable to expect
from a parent, and this lack of care is causing your child significant
harm. Here at DS Legal, our specialist legal team has decades of
experience dealing with court proceedings and care orders. We
can help you to become fully aware of your rights and advise you
on whether the actions of the local authority are fair and just.
You and your child can each apply for help with legal costs, and will
be entitled to get this help without meeting the usual conditions. If
you are involved in care proceedings you need to contact us
immediately.

lauren@dslegal.co.uk
01242 517949

Mark Saunders
mark@dslegal.co.uk
01242 517949

A care order can last until your child is 18 years and it is therefore
very important that you get the right help at the outset.

Can we help you?
If you would like to discuss our flexible costs and financial
packages, please do not hesitate to call Colleen, Lauren or Mark
We’re here to help.

Eagle Tower
Montpellier Drive
Cheltenham
Gloucestershire
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Tackling
Period
Poverty
Launched under the umbrella of Cheltenham Borough Council’s No Child Left
Behind (NCLB) programme, Vision 21, Gloucestershire Rural Community
Council and CBC have played a key role in helping to organise "Unstoppable" a
new Cheltenham Partnerships initiative aimed at tackling Period poverty in
Cheltenham.
Funded by Gloucestershire CC, the campaign’s goal is to make sure that no-one
in Cheltenham should have to go without sanitary products as a result of their
inability to pay for them. Unstoppable will also tackle the stigma associated
with period poverty through an educational marketing campaign.
A network of distribution points has been established and these include a
number of schools, Reclaim furniture reuse store, several churches and both
Hester’s Way and Springbank Community Centres. For a full list of distribution
points can be found at www.cheltenham.gov.uk/unstoppable or look out for
organisation and buildings displaying the Unstoppable logo shown above.
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Hesters Way Community
Resource Centre
“…run by local people for local people…”
Activities, Groups & Services include:
Job Club with CBH

11.00 -13.00

FREE - Staff led

AA

19.00 - 20.30

Donation - Volunteer led

Tuesday

Health Walking Group

Meet at 10.30

FREE

Wednesday

AL ANON

10.30 - 12.00

Donation - Volunteer Led

Job Club with CBH

11.00 - 12.30

Dorothy Curtis 01242 582985

Computer Drop In Class

11.00 -13.00

FREE - Staff led

Money & Benefit Advice

09.30 - 13.00

FREE 01242 387618 / 0800 4080000

Forwards Employment

10.00 - 12.00

Kingsley Salmon 07741097344

Computer Drop In Class

10.30 - 13.00

FREE - Volunteer Led

P3 Welfare Support

14.00 - 16.00

FREE - Staff Led

Kinship Carers

9.30—11.30

Tessa Jordan 07972593315

AA

11.30 - 13.15

Donation - Volunteer Led

Cheltenham West Carers

16.00 - 18.00

FREE - Volunteer Led

Heartfulness Relaxation &
Meditation

18.30 - 19.30

FREE

Mon - Fri

JT’s Café

08.00 - 16.00

Charges apply

Mon - Fri

Lobby Computer & WiFi

08.00 - 18.00

FREE

Cosy Corner - just sit and relax,
read a paper/book

08.00 - 18.00

FREE

Monday

Thursday

Friday

Mon - Fri

The Neighbourhood Charity Shop
16 -18 Hesters Way Road (next door to the Co-Op and Post Office)
Open Mon to Fri 9am to 3pm, 01242 252325

Bargains Galore! Donations Welcomed!
Save money, recycle and help raise funds for local projects

25

Springbank Community
Resource Centre
“…run by local people for local people…”
Activities, Groups & Services include:
Monday

Tuesday

Craft Club (fortnightly)

10.00 - 12.00

£2.50 - Volunteer led

Art with Graham

10.00 -12.30

£5 per term - Volunteer led

Samurai Martial Arts - 3 age groups
classes

17.30 - 20.30

Brian 07971584901

Infinite Tai Chi with Gillian

10.30 - 11.30

£5/£3.50 - 01242 248663

Help and advice with P3

11.00—13.00

FREE

10.00 - 12.00

£5

POPPS (50+’s fun & health)

13.30 -15.30

50p - Volunteer led

Line Dancing with Sandra

19.00 - 20.30

£5 - 0777 942 3414

HEALTH WALKING GROUP

Meet 10.30

FREE

Writers Group

14.00 —15.00

John Morrish 077885151387

Samurai Martial Arts - 3 age classes

17.30 - 20.30

Brian 07971584901

Smart Art with Graham

10.00 - 12.30

£5 per term

Craft Club

10.00 - 2.30

£1

Springbank Garden Group

14.00 - 16.00

FREE - Volunteer led

Ballet Class

16.30—17.30

Term time only Ruth 07712088956

Lobby Computer & Wi-Fi

08.30 - 18.00

FREE

Wednesday Active Fitness gentle exercise

Thursday

Friday

Mon—Fri

Got an idea for a new activity? Ring Helen on 539088

The Living Room
12 Devon Avenue, Rowanfield Exchange, 01242 263420
Rowanfield’s very own community hub. Activities Mon to Fri including;
Family Drop – In, Coffee Afternoon, Knit and Natter group,
Social Action Group, IT Drop In/Job Search and Social Evenings
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Hesters Way Neighbourhood Project
“…run by local people for local people…”

No internet access?
Need help with computers?
Then come along to our Volunteer led

“FREE” IT DROP-IN CLASSES
Learn:
•

Keyboard basics

•

Mouse basics

•

Using emails

•

Online searches

•

Using public services

•

Social media and Skype

Our skilled and friendly Volunteer Team would love to help you

Wednesday 1.30 - 4pm
Thursday 10.30 - 1pm
In the DIGI DEN at Hesters Way
Community Resource Centre, GL51 7SU
01242 521319 www.hwnp.org
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DRAGON ART PIECE FLIES IN
FUNDING
A new and adventurous piece of artwork worth
£36,000 is being constructed in a King George V
playing field located in Hester’s Way. The artwork
is being installed under the Section 106 agreement
linked to Gloucestershire College’s construction of
halls for its international students on Devon
Avenue . Further funding has been supplied by
Markey Construction, The Summerfield Trust and
Cheltenham Borough Council’s Community Pride
fund.

ARTIST and
ENGAGEMENT
Cheltenham Borough
Council invited local
artists to apply to create
the artwork and over 30
people responded. The
winning bid came from
Rob Olins, from Coleford
in the Forest of Dean.
Rob has held a
workshops at the
Hesters Way Library,
Rowanfield Junior School and at the Easter
Eggstravaganza in which people could work with
him to come up with a design.

DESIGN and CONSTRUCTION
The design is now finished and preparation
installation of two sound mirrors, a series of
sleeper benches and linked paths is
well underway and is due for
completion by Easter. The landscaping
will be complemented by tree and
wildflower planting in the coming
months.
For further information see;

 robolins.net/current.html
 hwpartnership.org.uk/public-art-in
-kgv
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TWO CHARITY EVENTS FOR SUE RYDER AND LEUKAEMIA CARE

SKITTLES NIGHT
Friday 27th April 7pm £2 / player
ST MARKS COMMUNITY CENTRE, BROOKLYN ROAD

80s NIGHT
Saturday 18th May 7-12pm £5 / person
HILLVIEW COMMUNITY CENTRE, GLEBE FARM COURT, GL51 3EB

Please contact Helen or Rachel on 01242 539088
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The Hesters Way Library
Check out your local library - you’ll be surprised at the range of activities on
offer. It could be the first step to the new you!

Regular Activities:
Library Club 1st Wednesday of the month 10.15am - 12noon
We can provide transport to the library allowing members to choose their own books and
meet others. Contact the library for more information or if you would like to volunteer.
Baby Bounce and Rhyme for babies and toddlers. As well as helping your child's
development, it's also a great way for you to meet other parents and carers. Pre-school
age children welcome to all our sessions
Tuesday 11am - 11.30am (term time only)
Saturday 10.30am - 11am
Where to find out what’s going on – Eventbrite www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/
gloucestershire-libraries
Hire the Library If you want a space for an event or a meeting we offer very reasonable
rates. Please call or drop in for details.

Growth Hub:
Looking to start your own business or expand an existing small business. The
Gloucestershire Growth Hub can help. Based at the University of Gloucestershire, this is a
government funded initiative to help boost the local economy, by assisting new and
growing local businesses.
Browse self help and “how to” books in Hesters Way Library, or go straight to the Growth
Hub www.thegrowthhub.biz to sign up for a free account. Ask staff for details

Health Zone:
Summer 2018 saw the launch of the new Health Zone in Hesters Way Library. Come and
browse over four metres of books, ranging from self help, lifestyle help and books aimed
that people living with long term conditions. We also offer a range of ebooks to download.

Joining the Library:
Simply bring photo ID and a piece of formal paperwork with your name and current
address. Passport and utility bill or up to date driving license. If unsure, ask staff for
details. Contact Hesters Way Library on 01242 514969

Monday 1 - 5

Tuesday 10 – 6 Wednesday
OPENING TIMES

Thursday Closed

Friday

2 – 5 Saturday

10 – 1
10 – 1
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EASTER
FAIR

Good Friday 19th April 2017
11am to 2:00pm

FUN ACTIVITIES &
ENTERTAINMENT
including;

FREE ENTRY
AND RAFFLE
EASTER EGG HUNT
CHARITY STALLS
BOUNCY CASTLE
ALICE and the MAD HATTER
SHOWTIME SHANE
TOMBOLA
DJ SPARKEY
….AND LOTS MORE

Springbank Community Centre

