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It will be no surprise to hear that its been a difficult year for us in Hesters
Way but we have fared better than some. Thanks to staff at the
Neighbourhood Project, the Community Centres have remained open
offering medical and nursery services to the community throughout the
lockdown periods. Tenants have struggled with illness, others finance and
sadly some of the Project staff have been made redundant and Wendy our
longest standing tenant has left. We wish them all good luck.

However, it’s great to renew the long-standing relationship with the three
West Cheltenham churches as we welcome a new director at the AGM
this year; pioneer minister Sharon Walker.

•
•
•

•

MUGA Sports Coaching Project
Pantry Project Funding
Hesters Way Neighbourhood
Development Plan
Viewpoint magazine

Our Dreamscheme and Easter
Eggstravaganza projects have been
victims of Covid-19 as were many of
the activities in the community centres.
However we were able to donate funds
to the foodbanks at Springbank and St
Peters and the Moors and the
#feedcheltenham campaign.
The Neighbourhood Development Plan is moving steadily towards the
referendum stage. The steering group have worked tirelessly to produce a
plan which will ensure public led development within Hesters Way and a
well integrated Cyber development to the west of Fiddlers Green,
providing good jobs and new homes whilst also considering the perils of
climate change

Dreamscheme engages with young
people in years 5 and 6 from Hesters
Way and Rowanfield primaries. The
pastoral care project provides
emotional and social support for
participants, building their self
confidence and guiding good behaviour.
They enjoy activities including trips to
the Everyman Theatre, Pittville Park’s
play area, 10-pin bowling and The
Science Centre.
Covid-19 restrictions forced the
cancellation of the project since March.

The year has seen additions to the public art portfolio in Hesters Way
with new pieces on the Cheltenham Borough Homes properties on
Princess Elizabeth Way. The piece here by Dank is the pick of the bunch
HWP has also worked in partnership with Active Travel and the
Cheltenham Paint Festival to
commission artwork at the railway
station including the railway bridge
and boards facing the station
entrance.
A bid is now being made to fund a
sculpture using the stump of a willow
tree in Hesters Way Park which was
brought down by a storm earlier in
the year. Hopefully we can report on
that next year!

The Children and Young Peoples group
worked well in partnership to secure funds
for a “Creative West” project which aimed to
provide arts and crafts activities to during
the Easier and Summer holidays. Covid-19
put paid to those plans but some of the
funds were spent on providing arts and
crafts and play equipment via the food banks
to support the most vulnerable families.

The MUGA coaching activities went ahead
during the summer and autumn with The
Bridge Football Academy supplying coaches
for the daily afternoon sessions. Despite
lockdown over 50 children participated
during the summer and a further 20+ in the
October sessions. We were also able to
partner Cheltenham Town FC whose
coaches were also able to offer their skills
to local young people.

Easter Eggstravaganza was another victim of
Covid-19. Here is the poster of the event
which was scheduled for March 28th, just
two weeks after the first lockdown was
announced. With luck we may be able to run
this event in the new year.

The Hesters Way Forum steering group,
led capably by Charmian Sheppard with
support from residents and local
councillors Flynn and Wheeler who have
galvanised the forum which has met
weekly since March.
The group has worked with the
Cheltenham Borough Council planning department who have offered
technical support for the development of landscaping options for the
interface of Fiddlers Green with the proposed new Cyber Hub. The
steering group were pleased to see many of its recommendations included
in the supplementary planning document (SPD) approved by CBC in July.
The project will continue to gather local views and opinions with plans to
move towards a referendum, perhaps as early as May 2020. In the
meantime funds have been raised to wildflowers in the park on Fiddlers
Green Lane and tree planting will take place early in the new year. A bid
has also been made to make a sculpture from the stump of a willow tree
brought down by a storm over the summer. Full details can be found
here; hesterswayforum.co.uk

Ongoing partnership work with CBC in Springfield Park has been rewarded
by the achievement of a 9th Green Flag
award. The solar panels and wind turbine
at the Community Resource Centres
have produced extra funding via the feed
in tariff. We have installed bike racks and
noticeboard in Springbank and have
raised funds for new benches and park
signs soon to be installed!

Financial security will as always depend
on the level of occupancy at the
resource centres. Four of our tenants
have left the buildings this year, two due
to Covid-19 issues but new tenants have filled their spaces. The new
working from home culture may have implications for the buildings going
forward. The potential loss of a major tenant is remains of some concern.

Support was gained for Dreamscheme, art projects, tree planting, public
art projects, Springbank CCTV and the new pantry project.

We continue to offer local people and organisations the following; access
to networked and themed groups; funding ideas; help with consultation
and statistics; partners for an activity; help with an event; setting up a
social group; addressing a local issue; identifying training; sharing
information; advertising your service and helping your organisation
become sustainable!!

We have completed 39 issues of Viewpoint
magazine highlighting the work of partners and
promoting positive views of Hesters Way.
This combined with the Partnership's website:
www.hwpartnership.org.uk our twitter account
@hwpartnership and facebook pages ensures
local people, organisations and agencies are
informed of local developments, meetings and
issues of local interest.
Feel free to sign up!

COMMUNITY CENTRES
Hesters Way Partnership will continue to ensure the physical and financial
security of the Hesters Way and Springbank Community Resource Centres
whilst also ensuring they meet local community needs. We will emphasise
the provision of activities for excluded groups, training and volunteering
and the improvement of local services.

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
HWP will continue to focus next year on
supporting the Hesters Way
Neighbourhood Plan ensuring local views
and opinions are given top priority,
helping to preserve what is good and
offering development opportunities to
improve local infrastructure.
Great interest will be paid to the Cyber Hub and residential developments
to the west of the area. HWP will promote the best outcomes for local
residents in respect of affordable housing, transport access, employment
opportunities, carbon reduction and climate change mitigation.

COMMUNITY PANTRY
HWP has recently received funding to equip
one of the units at the Hesters Way
Community Resource Centre as a
Community Pantry. The project which opens
in teh new year will address issues of food
poverty, supplying discounted donated and
short-dated foods to vulnerable people
whilst also providing advice and guidance.
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Inkie street art at Railway station—Cheltenham Paint Festival

