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Hesters Way Partnership AGM
The Hesters Way Partnership will be holding its Annual General Meeting
on Monday 29th November from 5.30pm at which we will be celebrating
the successes of the year and showcasing our work.
HWP have been producing the Viewpoint magazine for many years and
hope that it reflects the great work done by local residents and
organisations to make west Cheltenham a better place to live. However,
you may not know if the other work that HWP does. So we thought we’d
give a quick run down of a few of our activities.
Since 1997, when HWP was formed, a key area of work has been on
children and young people, after all they are the future so we need to
support them as much as we can. To that end we have run a support
group for local organisations which aims to share information and
knowledge and to encourage collaborative work. Over the years we have
constructed the MUGA at Oasis, run football coaching sessions in the
parks and art projects including the street art and murals plus the story
chair at the library.

We also run a regular Neighbourhood Coordination meetings with the
help of local police officers, PCSOs and Borough Councillors. We share
information about issues raised by community members and pool our
resources to help resolve them.
Recently HWP has set up the West Cheltenham Community Pantry with
the aim of supporting residents who find themselves in financial
difficulties. The project got underway in November and will be providing
much needed food and household items to members.
Find out more at the AGM at the Hesters Way
Community Resource Centre at Coronation Square. To
book a place please see our website:
www.hwpartnership.org.uk or
andyhayes@hwpartnership.org.uk
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Boost Your Immunity this Winter
Both Flu and COVID-19 can be life-threatening and spread more easily in winter,
which is why it’s vital that eligible people come forward for their COVID-19
booster vaccine and flu jab to protect themselves, their loved ones and the NHS.
Find out if you are eligible at the vaccinations portal here;
www.covid19.glos.nhs.uk/vaccinations/#link-about

Covid vaccines
Getting the Covid vaccine is the best way to protect yourself and others from
serious COVID-19. In addition to two doses of the Covid jab, a booster is being
rolled out to those people are more vulnerable to the virus offering them even
more protection as we head into the winter months.
The majority of those who are eligible for a booster jab will be invited to book an
appointment by their GP as soon as it is their turn (see link above) . However, if
you had your second Covid jab more than six months ago, you can also check
out what drop-in clinics are available here;

www.covid19.glos.nhs.uk/vaccinations/#link-dropin

Remember
If you haven’t yet had your first or second dose of the Covid jab you can still take
up the offer; just follow the instructions in your original invitation from local GP
services, use the national booking system to get an appointment at a community
pharmacy or call 119 and look out for drop-in clinics— see the link below.
If you are entitled to a flu vaccine because you
fall into one of the NHS priority categories you
can have your jab at your GP surgery (you will
get invited as soon as it’s your turn), or at any
pharmacy.
www.nhs.uk/service-search/pharmacy/find-apharmacy
If you have any questions about the vaccination
programme, please take a look at the
Gloucestershire NHS COVID-19 portal in the first
instance;
www.covid19.glos.nhs.uk/vaccinations/#link-about
Or use the QR code here to get access. This includes information in a variety of
community languages.
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GOLDEN VALLEY DEVELOPMENT
The Golden Valley Development is a £1 billion project that will play a
key role in Cheltenham’s economic future, with opportunities for almost
12,000 jobs, 3,700 homes and new open spaces and leisure facilities.
Cyber Central UK, a hub for UK cyber growth, innovation and emerging
technology, will provide networking opportunities to businesses of all
sizes and a place to inspire the next generation of talent. The 200hectare site will be located within a stone’s throw from GCHQ
“doughnut”, generating huge interest for support and investment in the
project.

Tim Atkins, Managing Director for Place and Growth at Cheltenham
Borough Council and Project Lead for the Golden Valley Development,
said:
“This project presents a unique, once-in-a-lifetime opportunity for
Gloucestershire and it will bring considerable investment to the region.
As the new Senior Commercial Manager, Paul Minnis will deliver our
shared vision and turn it into a world-class development whilst bringing a
wealth of commercial development experience to our team. We were
looking for a person with exceptional enthusiasm, drive and
determination for this project and Paul is the ideal fit to see this through.”
“HBD X Factory have shown in their submission how they share our goals
and more importantly, how these will be transformed into a living
breathing entity right here in Cheltenham,” he said.

GOLDEN VALLEY DEVELOPMENT
In the fields west of Hesters Way
Springbank and Fiddlers Green
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“It will have a hugely positive impact on the town and region prospects,
whilst further growing our influence within the global cyber sector.
“At the heart of this development is the community: it will provide high
value employment, sustainable housing, recreational facilities to
support all residents and employers and will make a significant
contribution to Cheltenham’s zero carbon journey. We are delighted to
be working with HBD X Factory and look forward to seeing how they
bring creativity to our part of the world.”
To ensure that the project benefits the West Cheltenham (and the rest of
the town!) we need to make sure the developers are aware of local
opinion. You can do this through the Hesters Way Forum which is
preparing a development plan for the neighbourhood. The Forum steering
group has met with the Borough Council and their key development
partners HBD/ Factory and has shared the views and aspirations of the
community. Meetings have also taken place with St Modwen who have
been tasked with producing a masterplan for the other piece of
development land currently owned by Severn Trent.
For more on the Golden Valley Development; www.goldenvalleyuk.com
Henry Boot Developments (HBD); www.hbd.co.uk
Factory; www.factory.com/locations/cheltenham
St Modwen; www.stmodwen.co.uk
For Hesters Way Neighbourhood Forum; www.hesterswayforum.co.uk
info@hesterswayforum.co.uk
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CheltenhamZero
Partnership
Cheltenham Borough Council have formed the new
Cheltenham Zero Partnership, with charity partner
Vision21. The partnership will establish a strong
network of businesses, community groups and the
public sector to help lead the charge for the borough’s aim for carbon neutrality
by 2030. This is a tough ask, but they are aiming high, because the future of the
planet is at stake and there is no time left to lose.
The climate emergency poses global and local risk to the future of our
environment, livelihoods, homes and our town. The council can only go so far with
its efforts to reduce carbon emissions in the borough. They will need to bring
people together to help solve a number of challenging issues in the community.
The partnership are calling on Cheltenham’s businesses and community groups
to consider joining the initiative and aligning themselves with the following
pledge:
“We recognise the climate emergency and acknowledge the
unacceptable risks it poses globally and also locally to the
future of our environment, our livelihoods, our homes
and our town. By joining CheltenhamZero we commit to
tackling the climate emergency head on, doing our part
within our organisations and working collaboratively to
support the shift to net zero emissions as a town by the year
2030.”

Over 30 organisations have already pledged to support the borough in their
ambitious target of reaching carbon neutrality by 2030. This partnership will
provide an opportunity for everyone living, working in or visiting Cheltenham to do
something positive to combat global warming and adapt to climate change.
The partnership aims to establish a strong network, and provide brand new
collaboration opportunities between businesses, community groups and the public
sector. There will be educational workshops led by experts from outside and
within Cheltenham Zero, and regular forums to help create a commonwealth of
knowledge. For more information about the CheltenhamZero partnership see

www.cheltenhamzero.org

9

SUMMER SPORTS IN THE PARKS
Thanks to funds from the
Holiday Activity and Food project
(HAF) supplied by the County
Council the Bridge Football
Academy in conjunction with the
Hesters Way Partnership
delivered daily sports sessions to
children across three venues
over the summer holidays.
The afternoon sessions at KGV,
Oasis & Springbank were themed
around football and basketball and were free of charge and open via school
bookings and to all children aged 6 – 16. The Bridge Football Academy provided
balls, bibs, cones, First Aid Kit & and two FA trained coaches along with water
and fresh fruit..
A total of 72 children attended the six weeks holidays which was a huge
achievement and much appreciated by the young people. Most of attendees
were aged 9-12 year olds, with both boys and girls returning for multiple sessions
In total 87.5% of children that attended did more that one session during the
holidays, a great reflection on the coaches that delivered the activities.
Thanks to the continued work of The
Bridge Academy over 90% percent of
attendees were either committed to
local football with a grassroots clubs
(playing once a week) or were
committed within a Bridge Football
Academy programme. Every young
person on the programme was
supported in pursuing sport in the
future, promoting health and
wellbeing a having positive effect on
children within the local area.
Hopefully the HAF funding will
continue in to new year!
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The Minster Exchange
The Minster Exchange (behind the Children’s Library in the centre of town)
is a unique urban rejuvenation scheme that will enable a variety of activities
and initiatives that it is hoped will deliver positive economic, cultural, and
environmental impacts for Cheltenham and its community. It is a pioneering
joint venture between the public and private sector, with Cheltenham
Borough Council partnering Workshop Cheltenham (WSC), a group of local
entrepreneurs, who presented the original idea for the Minster Exchange to
the council.

The £6.8million project is partly funded from a jointly crafted government
funding bid for an enhanced scheme resulted in a grant award of £3.5m from
central Government’s ‘Getting Building Fund’ and the Growth Hub via GFirst
LEP, Gloucestershire’s Local Enterprise Partnership. This funding will enable
delivery of an innovative modular construction building which will house
state of the art workspace for the cyber tech, digital and creative sectors, a
Growth Hub to support business development, an event space and café. In
addition the grant will fund improvements to the neighbouring open space
surrounding the Cheltenham Minster, the town’s oldest building, adjacent to
the Wilson art gallery and museum. Plans will include new pathways, seating,
public art, lighting, planting and signage.

The Minster Exchange will also provide a new home for Cheltenham
Festivals to deliver a programme of events throughout the year and a
platform to support its education and outreach initiatives. The flagship
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scheme will bring to life an under-utilised urban space in the heart of
Cheltenham’s conservation area. The overall project will help to re-invigorate
the local economy, establish key linkages to the High street, support
economic growth and act as a beacon in the town for the forthcoming
Golden Valley
Cyber
development.
It will bring
together high
growth
companies in
the cyber
tech, digital
and creative
sectors on the
one part and
academia and
the wider
community on the other to create the ideal platform for organic growth,
collaboration and serendipity to occur in one place.
Originally planned as a cultural centre including an event space with
community and start up commercial opportunities targeting young people ,
the project has morphed into a cyber tech space with offices for The
Cheltenham Festivals and a performance space.
The question remains as to how the whole of Cheltenham will benefit and
whether the pressing need for inclusive cultural spaces for all residents will
be met. Questions have also been posed by the Civic Society amongst
others as to how the new building will integrate with the medieval church
and if the proposed
planting and pathways
schemes will succeed
in deterring the historic
ASB in the area.
This exciting project in
an iconic location will
be judged by
Cheltonians from all
parts of the town; lets
hope it meets
everyone’s approval!

14

Inspiring Families
‘Our Place’ coffee mornings
Families are being invited to come along to Inspiring Families ‘Our
Place’ coffee mornings at various locations across Cheltenham starting
in November. The sessions have a focus on family well-being and offer
parents and carers the opportunity to meet new people in their
community, and have fun and relax in a place where they can share
experiences and support one another.
The groups also offer more consistent one-to-one support for those
that need it by connecting families with information, people and
resources to help them with their specific needs.
The first coffee morning at Springbank Community Café (Ron Smith
Pavilion) takes place on Friday 5 November from 9:30am to 11am. A
group will also run at St Paul’s Community Hub on Thursdays, 9:30am
to 11am, starting on 18 November. There is a free hot drink and cake for
each person. Children are welcome and there will be some activities
for children.
Louis Wilson, Inspiring Families project officer, said: “We hope that

our families will come along to relax and have fun, whilst finding new
ways to improve their mental and physical well-being. Life can be
hard, and family life can be tough, and we hope that these mornings
will be a simple way to help families spend some time together, meet
new people and feel supported in achieving a positive, healthy
lifestyle.”
Families will be able to give feedback about any information, training
or activities they might like to access through the Inspiring Families
‘Our Place’ project by getting in touch with the project officer (details
below).
Inspiring Families will be working in partnership with Adult Education
Gloucestershire and Art Shape at Springbank Community Café and St
Paul’s Community Hub to deliver a range of craft activities through
our groups leading up to Christmas. Everyone is encouraged to come
and get involved.
For more information see the poster opposite
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07553 611061
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Baby Bounce and Rhyme is back at Hesters Way Library! From
10:30-11:00, every Tuesday starting 30th November, bring along
your little ones for songs, rhymes, stories, and noisy wiggly
bouncy fun. Babies and toddlers up to 18 months welcome
with accompanying adults.
Spaces are limited, so please book in advance online at
https://gloucestershire.spydus.co.uk/cgi-bin/spydus.exe/
ENQ/WPAC/EVSESENQ?SETLVL=&RNI=876435, or drop into
the library near Coronation Square, at the corner of Goldsmith
Road and Edinburgh Place and speak to a member of staff.
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parkrun King George V Playing Fields
Have you ever wanted to
get involved with a
community event, start
volunteering or get more
active?
You could do all three by
coming along to your local,
friendly parkrun at King
George V Playing Fields on
Saturday mornings. We
welcome all abilities of
walkers, joggers and
runners on the start line at
9am and if you are worried
about 'not being fast
enough' we always have a
volunteer walking the course.
Talking of volunteers, we depend on a team of around 25 volunteers each week
to organise and safely put on the event. We are always happy to hear from
anyone interested in getting involved and can chat through the different roles to
find one that suits you.
Once parkrun is finished the fun is not yet over as Sally from Saracens Rugby
Club opens the doors for coffee and delicious cake from 9am (check our
Facebook page to confirm opening dates) welcoming parkrunners, volunteers
and other park users. So do come in and say hello.
You can contact King George V Playing Fields parkrun by email on
kinggeorgevplayingfield@parkrun.com, find us on Facebook at https://
m.facebook.com/KGVPFparkrun/, or talk the volunteer team on a Saturday
morning. For general information about parkrun head over to https://
www.parkrun.org.uk/. You can
also register here and get a
printable barcode to bring on
the day so that your time can
be recorded and sent to you
afterwards.
On Saturday we hold a first
timers briefing at 8.50am to
support anyone new to parkrun
and a general run briefing at
8.55am before starting parkrun
at 9am.

See you on Saturday!
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Specialists in family law
DS Legal is an experienced, highly regarded forward-looking law practice, specialising in family law. We are
committed to offering a first-class service and we pride ourselves on our no-nonsense and practical
approach.
We provide clear and effective advice, whilst at the same time understanding just how difficult family
breakdowns can be. We offer our clients professional and informed advice at every step.

Domestic abuse
Domestic abuse isn’t just about violent behaviour, victims can also experience verbal abuse and feel intimidated
and controlled. In fact, the definition of domestic violence has recently been updated to include reference to
emotional abuse.
If you are a parent, you won’t be the only victim – your children
will have to live through the abuse with you. When there are
children in the household, they witness the violence that is
occurring, and in eighty per cent of cases, they are in the same or
the next room. In about half of all domestic violence situations,
the children are also being directly abused themselves.

Costs and Legal Aid
If you are a victim of abuse, whether it is physical, emotional, psychological or financial you may be eligible for
legal aid. We can make a quick assessment and if appropriate ensure that you get the protection you need when
you need it including whether you are eligible for legal aid. If you own your own home or have additional assets
we will advise on whether the statutory charge is likely to come into effect and provide you with an estimate of
what that charge may be. Alternatively, we will endeavour to provide you with a fixed fee, so that you do not
have to worry about ongoing legal costs.

Can we help you?
If you would like to get in touch with us to find out how we can help you, please call Mark or alternatively, please
email us at enquiries@ds-legal.co.uk. We work in the strictest confidence and we are here to help you.

Mark Saunders
enquiries@ds-legal.co.uk
01242 517949

Eagle Tower
Montpellier Drive
Cheltenham
Gloucestershire

Social Services Involvement
When social services are involved with your children it is likely that your
social worker has talked to you about issues such as the Child
Protection Register, whether or not your child’s name is on the register,
and also about Child Protection Agreements which you are required to
keep to.
If social services are involved it is also possible that you have found
yourself in a position where your children are in foster care or living
elsewhere, and your social worker has told you that social services are
going to make an application to the court in respect of your children.
Involvement with social services and your family can often be an emotive,
distressing and confusing time. Here at DS Legal, our experienced legal
team are trained in this complicated area of law and are able to deal with
matters of this nature in a sensitive and caring way.
It is always important that if social services are involved with your children,
you seek legal advice as early as possible. This is your right, and we can
help you with issues of contact, parental responsibility and residence. We
can also advise you about the services that the law says your children may
be entitled to. We have connections with local agencies and voluntary
bodies who we can approach to give you assistance if this is required.
Costs
Legal Aid is always available for parents in these cases and anyone else
who holds parental responsibility (anyone with an order saying the child
should live with them usually has parental responsibility). Sometimes legal
aid is also available for family members/carers even if they don’t have
parental responsibility, but this will depend on various things including
their income.

For further help
please see the
information on
the opposite
page.
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Neighbourhood
Charity Shop
Save money, recycle and
help raise funds for local
project

Bargains Galore!
Donations Welcomed!
Shop Opening Times
The Hesters Way Road shop
is open
Tuesday to Friday 9am to 3pm
Contact 01242 252325

Photo by Artificial Photography on Unsplash

If you want to find out what's
available in west Cheltenham
then why not try looking in the
West Cheltenham Directory?
westcheltenham.org/directory
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Pedalling Priest takes to the streets of
Hesters Way and Springbank
West Cheltenham Parish is pleased to welcome
Revd Janice Hamilton to the clergy team as
Community Pioneer Minister, with a particular
focus on Hesters Way and Springbank. She is
slowly becoming a familiar face in the
community as she strolls or cycles around the
streets.
Janice comes from a rural parish on the Welsh
border near Chepstow, Tidenham, where she
facilitated the setting up of a community
centre with local residents called Sedbury
Space. In partnership with the local church,
the charity ran various activities for old and
young alike, including a Memory Café, advice drop-in coffee shop, a homework
club and even a board games evening. Having lived in Tidenham for almost thirty
years, where they raised their two children, this is a significant move for Janice
and her husband, Ewen. But Janice is no stranger to the area and feels she is
returning to her roots having been born in Shurdington, with grandparents in Up
Hatherley and Cheltenham and attending the URC church in Warden Hill as a
young child when it was first built!

Over the past few months you may have seen Janice walking or cycling the streets
of Hesters Way and Springbank or sitting in Springfields Park as she seeks to get
to know the patch and the people. She has been praying blessing on the
households and businesses she passes and stopping for conversation with anyone
who is interested in chatting.
She spent the early weeks of her
ministry networking with the different
agencies and charitable organisations
and comments: “It’s really encouraging
and inspiring to see the amazing array
of services and activities that are being
done for the common good in the area,
both secular and faith based, all
serving with a real heart for the people
of the community and often working in
partnership.” Janice is keen to support
these endeavours and to serve the
community in any way she can.
If you see her around, she welcomes being stopped for a conversation any time
and is always happy to offer prayer if desired. If you would like to make contact
for a chat or to arrange to meet up or with a prayer request, you can contact her
on Janice.hamilton@westchelt.org.uk, tel: 01242 227625 mob: 07749 130323
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Locals Run London Marathon for Charity
Local boys Rob, Kevin, Martin and Kane
Devaney ran the London Marathon, their first
ever marathon, and have so far raised £8,260
for a charity close to their hearts, Ataxia UK https://www.ataxia.org.uk/about-ataxia-uk/
Two of their sisters, Patricia and Mary, have
Friedreich’s Ataxia a rare degenerative neuromuscular condition and are among 10,500
people in the UK who have one of the various
forms of ataxia.
Seen here after completing the Cheltenham
half marathon in September, the brothers all
Medallion Men!
came home around the 1 hour 45-minute
mark; two running this distance for the first time. The toughest part of the run
definitely running cross country round the inner circuit of the race course….”wish
we had four legs for that section!” joked Kevin
The Cheltenham half marathon was one step in a 16-week training programme to
the main event in London. The longest training run was some 20 miles and the
shortest, only 10 minutes on the day before the finale! Training in short and long,
easy and tempo runs, and the all-important rest days helped them complete the
marathon in around the 4-hour mark.
Some 45,000 runners of all abilities, shapes and
sizes, took part on the day raising millions of
pounds for UK Charites. Kevin commented;
“The endless swathes of supporter along the
26.21 mile route amassed half a million people. They were awesome! There’s no doubt it,
without their support we could not have got
round, especially when it got tough, calling
out your name, cheering you on, truly soulful
stuff. It was emotional, complete strangers
willing you on and on, folk from all spectrums
“Hats off to you all”
of society, the world together you might
say….it was brilliant…and we are still riding
the waves of that support, just amazing.”
If you would like to support their Family and Friends fundraiser, to reach £10,000,
it’s not too late, visit: www.justgiving.com/fundraising/kevin-devaney or
www.justgiving.com/team/Axtaxiadreamteam
Business owners - the team is looking to raise a further £10,000 in match funding
– please contact Kevin Devaney on kpddumayo@outlook.com or 0777 625 1476
If together we reach £20,000, Kevin will have his hair cut and donate
charity Little Princesses cancer charity.
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Supporting people in their journey to
better hearing
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Staff at Andrew Bird Hearing Limited abide by the simple principle that clients should
be at the forefront of everything they do. The independent family-run business prides
itself on transforming people’s lives by giving them the gift of sound. But it is the way
they do this that makes them stand out from the crowd.
Their focus is to greet both old and new clients with a personal service. Its team of
certified and experienced audiologists then take the time to get to know clients to
better understand their needs.
The 14-year-old business is also completely
independent, which means any hearing aids
are dispensed purely to better suit the
client’s hearing loss and lifestyle. As they are
not affiliated to any manufacturers, they are
not limited to selling certain products.

Andrew Bird set up the business in 2007 to
make a difference to people’s lives by
focusing on customer care, rather than sales
and profit. The business head office is in Cheltenham however they hold hearing
clinics in over 30 different centres throughout the South West.
Mr Bird said: “We care about our clients, we always focus on them, they are the most
important people. They talk and we listen. Our main priority is the client’s individual
needs. We have never believed in pushy selling tactics or pressure sales; we simply do
everything we can to meet their needs.”
The business has continued to grow steadily and increase the range of services it
offers.

To make an appointment, call 01242 262551 or email
info@andrewbirdhearing.co.uk
For more information visit the website at
www.andrewbirdhearing.co.uk
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GlosCol opens Cyber Centre
Proudly part of the West of
England Institute of
Technology (WEIoT),
Gloucestershire College is
thrilled to reveal the brand
new cyber and engineering
facilities located at our
Cheltenham campus. The
ethos of the WEIoT is to open
up university level education
to all sectors of the community
and support GFirst LEP’s local
industrial strategy.
As part of the WEIoT, GC secured £3 million to invest in engineering lab
equipment and a state-of-the-art cyber training centre known as ADA: The
Advanced Digital Academy, named after Ada Lovelace, the first computer
programmer.
GC’s brand new WEIoT facilities are equipped with the latest hardware and
software, providing students and apprentices with the optimal environment to
learn and put cutting-edge theory into practise.
The WEIoT computing and cyber facilities are made up of eight computing labs,
cyber-forensics tool kits, collaborative working areas and study pods. The jewel
in the crown is the cutting edge attack and defence room. At GC’s Cheltenham
campus, thanks to the new WEIoT facilities, they offer engineering, computing
and cyber university level courses and degrees delivered in partnership by the
University of the West of England (UWE Bristol). We have also recently
become the first college in England to offer a cyber degree
apprenticeship certified by the National Cyber Security Centre – a part of
GCHQ.
Matthew Burgess, Gloucestershire College Principal & CEO, commented:

“This is a major transformation for our Cheltenham campus. I’m delighted that
our students and apprentices will have such an inspiring and motivational place
to study, surrounded by the latest, industry standard equipment, matching the
workplace. “This is an exciting time for GC and will develop much needed
technical skills and employability potential for our region.”
Located next door to GCHQ and The Golden Valley Development’s new Cyber
Park, GC’s Cheltenham campus is strategically placed at the heart of
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HAF Holiday Hampers
The Government announced the expansion of the Holiday Activities and Food
programme (HAF) in December 2020, for it to become a national programme
from April 2021 to support children and young people who are eligible for Free
School Meals (FSM).
The Children and Families Hub at The Gloucestershire County Council was
allocated £1,546,870, through the HAF Programme, to support children and
young people eligible for free school meals (FSM), during the school holidays
with activities and healthy food during the period March 2021 – March 2022.

The latest part of the programme will take place in the run up to Christmas
school holidays with an offering of
physical exercise as well as a food
hamper enabling children on FSM to
keep active, engaged and have access to
healthy food.
If you are in receipt of FREE SCHOOL
MEALS please collect a hamper
voucher from your child’s school and
bring it to one of the food pantries
listed on the sample token opposite.
If you are collecting from West
Cheltenham Pantry please contact Ami
Walker at
info@westcheltenhapantry.org
For information about the project contact
Sarah Avery
sarah@familyspace.org.uk.
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